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Our Empty Future in Afghanistan 

The United States plans to stay in Afghanistan 
for another 10 years, but the murder of U.S. 
soldiers by Afghan locals and the corruption of 
the Afghan regime highlight the futility of our 
mission there. (July 1, 2013, 48pp) TNA130701 


Fiscal Debt: Charging Ahead 
Spending, deficits, and debt are daily topics 
in the news and in politics, but despite the 
rhetoric, it is very unlikely government will 
cut spending and change course. It should. 
(March 4, 2013, 48pp) TNA130304 
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Diploma Disaster? 

College has long been seen as a ticket to 
success, money, and leisure; but the job market 
is glutted with college graduates, college costs 
are punishing, and colleges increasingly focus 


on things other than academics. (August 5, 


2013, 48pp) TNA130805 
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ObamaCare Express: Looking for a Refund 
As the requirements of ObamaCare come 
rumbling into force, its costs are exploding, 
its mandates are failing, and its consequences 
are crippling. (July 22,2013, 48pp) TNA130722 


The Action Is in the Reaction 

Shortly after the Boston marathon bombing, 
Boston went into lockdown and police units 
scoured the area and invaded homes, yet it 
was all fruitless. Is this the new normal? (June 
3, 2013, 48pp) TNA130603 
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The Lord created man and the animals. 


Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. helps keep His creations thriving! 


The #1 Brand Recommended 
by Orthopedic Specialists* 


“Cosamin®ASU is our most 
advanced formula to combat 
joint discomfort.” 


- Robert Henderson, Pharmacist 
Chairman, Nutramax Laboratories, Inc. 
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THE #1 BRAND RECOMMENDED 
BY ORTHOPEDIC SPECIALISTS* 


COsaminASy 
JOINT HEALTH SUPPLEMENT 
For Your Joint Health 


Request your FREE 60 capsule bottle 
of Cosamin®ASU* Call 1-877-267-2646 
and mention The New Amencan. 


* No Shipping and Handling charge through 4/30/13. 
While supplies last. Offer expires 12/31/13. 


For a complete listing of our products and 
special offers, visit NutramaxLabs.com 


These statements have not been evaluated by the Food & Drug Administration. 
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. 
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“I trust the 
Cosequin® brand 
and so can you!” 


- Jungle Jack Hanna 
Director Emeritus of the 
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American Political Writings (Set of Two) 

A must-have collection of 76 of the best writings of the founding 
era on the conception and establishment of republican govern- 
ment in America. (1983,1,418pp, pb, $23.95) BKSAPW 


Am a 
Politi cays 1 i} i Original Intent 
oman eo Ati, Why does the Supreme Court no longer uphold and protect basic 
8 (ee ~ principles? By drawing from thousands of primary sources, David 
Fou Founding Era - 


SS Barton answers this question. (2008ed, 552pp, pb, $12.95) BKOI 
260-1805 ORIGINAL 
: INTENT ee 
ONT dane The Politician 
* ee. Originally intended to be an unpublished letter to friends, The 
Politician became one of the most provocative books in American 
history — an exposé of the forces that propelled Dwight D. 


Eisenhower into the presidency. (2002ed, 544pp, pb, $6.95) BKP. 


None Dare Call It Education 

What's happening to our schools and to our children? John A. 
Stormer’s documented account of how education “reforms” 
are undermining academics and traditional values. (1998, 
266pp, pb, $4.95) BKNDCE 
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Webster 1828 American Dictionary 


of the English Language 

Noah Webster’s 1828 Dictionary, fascimile of the original edition. 
The dictionary defines words according to their meaning during 
the founding generation (making it a prerequisite to understand- 
ing America’s founding documents) from a biblical context. Many 
definitions contain Scripture references and excerpts of Bible 
verses. ($69.95) BKD1828 


The Harsh Truth About Public Schools 

A scathing exposé of what the author delicately describes in 
the preface as our “government school problem.” In page after 
page, Shortt meticulously documents with hundreds of sources 
the shocking state of public education in this country. (2004, 
464pp, pb, $19.95) BKHTAPS 
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EDUCATION 

Diploma Disaster? 

by Selwyn Duke — With the job market glutted with unemployed 
young people with college degrees, is getting a college education a 
solid plan or a disaster waiting to happen? 


Loan Against Your Life 

by Charles Scaliger — Here’s the path to obtaining a financially 
manageable college degree, since working one’s way to the top is 
not a viable option and the cost of higher education is skyrocketing. 


Brainwashing 101 

by Jack Kenny — More and more, colleges are becoming venues 
where left-wing professors attempt to indoctrinate students with 
liberal views, instead of focusing on academics. 


INTERVIEW 


Documenting Indoctrination 

Interview of Colin Gunn by Duke Pesta — The documentary 
filmmaker of IndoctriNation is interviewed about what things 
influenced him to make films. 


DVD REVIEW 


Constitutional Critique 
by Joe Wolverton, J.D. — This DVD series delves into the unique 
manner and shape of the U.S. government. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


An Education Classic 
by Fr. James Thornton — A classical education emphasizes cultural 
bulwarks and teaches how to think. 


THE LAST WORD 

The Latest Grab for Schools and Children 

by John F McManus 

Letters to the Editor The Goodness of America 
Inside Track Exercising the Right 
QuickQuotes Correction, Please! 
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Petro-chemical 
Proposition 


In regard to the DDT ban article in the 
June 17 issue (“DDT Ban Breeds Death”), 
Ihave another possible explanation for the 
ban on this effective and safe pesticide. 
My father was a professional pest con- 
trol technician (exterminator) for over 50 
years. He has always stood by the claim 
that Rachel Carson was in collusion with 
the petro-chemical industry when she 
wrote Silent Spring. According to my fa- 
ther, the petro-chemical industry financed 
the book because DDT was too effective 
and too inexpensive, hampering the poten- 
tial profit margins that other “safer” pesti- 
cides could generate. 
Thank you for a fine article anyway. 
I would have loved for my late father to 
have seen it, and discussed it with me. 
DaviD NELSON 
Staten Island, New York 


Citizens Barred 
From Legal System 


With the Supreme Court ruling regarding 
Proposition 8 that no citizen (aka subject) 
of a state has legal standing to defend a 
portion of his state’s constitution, have 
we entered a “Brave New World” of so- 
called law, where any group with a bee in 
its bonnet can now attack any section of a 
state’s constitution — up to and including 
its Bill of Rights — and, with the collu- 
sion of a single federal judge, the state’s 
governor, and its attorney general, delete 
the desired section (maybe even retroac- 
tively)? 

RUSSELL W. HAAS 

Golden, Colorado 


Let’s Really Have Equality 
There is a wide-ranging campaign to give 
equal rights to women — in politics, in 
jobs, in the military, etc. 

How about in sports? Let us eliminate 
the all-male NFL, NBA, and NHL! Let 
us make them 50-percent women! And 
what about the Olympic Games? Let us 
combine the sexes in all Olympic sports: 
no more disciplines for men only and for 
women only! 

Let us combine all sports — 50-per- 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


cent men and 50-percent women in all 
disciplines. 

Well, what shall we do when 100 per- 
cent of the winners in all such mixed disci- 
plines turn out to be men? There is always 
disqualification on the basis of fairness, 
imposed by a Special Government Fair- 
ness Commission. 

Let’s also staff the Navy Seals with 50 
percent women, as well as the Army Rang- 
ers and police SWAT teams. Let us not for- 
get boxing and wrestling — men against 
women there too! Fifty-fifty everywhere! 

After all that progress has been made, 
let us all peacefully sink to the bottom of 
the equality ocean. 

Marc JERIC, 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


Confidentiality 


Cancellation 


The NSA records all phone calls, e-mails, 
texts, etc. of every American. This kills 
all pretense at preserving essential pri- 
vacy privileges: attorney-client, husband- 
wife, doctor-patient, and church minister- 
member. 
CARL OLSON 
Woodland Hills, California 


Christian “Tolerance” Is 
Self-defeating 


The latest culture article in THE NEW 
AMERICAN is the best article you have 
ever done (“The Acceptance Con,” June 
17 issue)! 

If the Christian church in America 
doesn’t wake up and accept responsibil- 
ity for the decline in morals in this coun- 
try, after The Lord destroys this country, 
people will be asking how a country with 
so many Bibles in it became so immoral, 
and turned from God and their Christian 
beginnings. 

JOHN BYNUM 
Sent via e-mail 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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Valves and controls for the oil and gas industry worldwide 
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Electric Cars Pollute More Than Gas 


Former General Motors engineer Ozzie Zehner, author of the 
book Green Illusions, once built his own hybrid car that could run 
on electricity or natural gas. And, as he wrote in a June 30 article 
for ieee.org entitled “Unclean at Any Speed,” he was convinced 
cars such as his “would help reduce both pollution and fossil-fuel 
dependence.” But he now says, “I was wrong.” 

The supposed environmental benefit of electric cars is illusory, 
says Zehner — and the fact that the electricity powering them is 
generally made in pollution-producing power plants is just the 
tip of the iceberg. 

Zehner makes the following basic points (the quotations are his): 


* Electric cars cannot currently be charged on a wide scale with 


-powered Cars 


renewable resources such as solar. Even if they could, “Solar 
cells contain heavy metals, and their manufacturing releases 
greenhouse gases such as sulfur hexafluoride, which has 23,000 
times as much global-warming potential as CO2, according to the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. What’s more, fossil 
fuels are burned in the extraction of the raw materials needed to 
make solar cells and wind turbines — and for their fabrication, 
assembly, and maintenance. The same is true for the redundant 
backup power plants they require. And even more fossil fuel is 
burned when all this equipment is decommissioned.” 
¢ The extraction and processing of materials found in batteries — 
such as lithium, copper, and nickel — “demand energy and can 
release toxic wastes.” 
¢ A National Academies’ study “concluded that the vehicles’ life- 
time health and environmental damages are actually greater than 
those of gasoline-powered cars”; in fact, “the study found that 
an electric car is likely worse than a car fueled exclusively by 
gasoline derived from Canadian tar sands.” 
¢ When electric cars’ total effects are considered, the level of 
“greenhouse-gas” emissions associated with them is only margin- 
ally lower than that associated with gas or diesel vehicles. 
Zehner concludes with an apt analogy: Transitioning from 
conventional to electric vehicles may just be like “shifting from 
one brand of cigarettes to another.” The question is, though, with 
so many interests addicted to the green, can we kick the habit 
before the economy and environment get the electric shock of 
good intentions? 


Local Law Enforcement Borrowing Federal Drones for Surveillance 


Daily flight logs from Customs and Border Protection (CBP) ob- 
tained by the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) reveal that 
the federal department has been busy loaning Predator drones to 
“state, local, and non-CBP federal agencies.” 

CBP calls its report on its Predator surveillance program the 
“Concept of Operations.” EFF received this report, as well as 
three years of flight logs, as a result of a Freedom of Information 
Act lawsuit. 

A July 3 EFF blog post reported that the Concept of Opera- 
tions document discloses that “CBP already appears to be flying 
drones well within the Southern and Northern US borders, and 
for a wide variety of non-border patrol reasons. What’s more — 
the agency is planning to increase its Predator drone fleet to 24 
and its drone surveillance to 24 hours per day/7 days per week 
by 2016.” 

The CBP document revealed a partial list of the agencies and 
departments who’ve borrowed CBP’s Predators. The roster in- 
cludes the FBI, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), 
U.S. Marshals, U.S. Coast Guard, Minnesota Bureau of Criminal 
Investigation, North Dakota Bureau of Criminal Investigation, 
North Dakota Army National Guard, and the Texas Department 
of Public Safety. 

Furthermore, a 2012 Department of Homeland Security report 


indicated that CBP Predators have been used to conduct missions 
for the following federal and state government agencies: U.S. 
Secret Service, ICE, Department of Defense, Texas Rangers, and 
U.S. Forest Service. 

In a separate report issued in April 2012 by the Department 
of Defense, the Pentagon revealed the locations of over 100 new 
domestic sites that could soon serve as launch sites for military 
drones. The list of present and proposed drone bases includes 39 
of the 50 states, as well as Guam and Puerto Rico. 
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George 
Zimmerman 
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On July 13, a jury acquitted George Zimmerman of charges of 
second-degree murder and manslaughter in the death of Trayvon 
Martin. Despite being found not guilty of criminally killing Martin, 
Zimmerman faces an uncertain and dangerous future. Before the 
verdict was announced, radical groups were calling for riots and 
for personal attacks on Zimmerman. 

Zimmerman now faces another threat to his freedom and his 
future: a civil trial if Martin’s family brings a wrongful death 
suit against him for the fatal shooting that Zimmerman’s law- 
yers successfully argued in the criminal trial was a matter of 
self-defense. 

There is a problem with such a scenario. As the Wall Street 
Journal reported July 15, “Millions of Americans would see such 


ects: 


federal charges as an example of double jeopardy, and a politi- 
cized prosecution to boot.” 

Indeed, the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution guarantees 
“No person shall ... be subject for the same offense to be twice 
put in jeopardy of life or limb.” 

The lawyers, pundits, and professional race-baiters currently 
clamoring for another trial on charges of violating a federal civil 
rights statute point to the fact that a second trial would require “‘a 
different standard of evidence and law.” They cannot, however, 
claim that a second shot at punishing Zimmerman would involve 
a different set of facts — one more favorable to a guilty verdict. 

In order to prove that Zimmerman was guilty of violating a 
federal civil rights statute (such as the Hate Crime Prevention 
Act), the Justice Department would have to demonstrate that the 
attack on Trayvon Martin was not only unjustified, but that it was 
motivated by race. 

Apart from the difficulty in carrying its burden of proof in a 
federal hate crimes case, a more insuperable roadblock in the 
path of a Justice Department decision to prosecute Zimmerman a 
second time is the lack of constitutional authority to do so. 

The federal government is a government of limited, enumer- 
ated powers. If a power is not given to it in the Constitution, the 
federal government is prohibited from legislating in that area. 
There is not a single syllable in the Constitution that gives the 
federal government police power. Therefore, Congress has no 
authority to criminalize the behavior covered by the several fed- 
eral hate crime laws. 


African Leaders Set Obama Straight on Homosexuality 


During his recent trip to Africa, President Obama was the focus 
of some no-nonsense instruction about homosexuality from citi- 
zens, as well as top African religious and government leaders. At 
a joint press conference June 27 with Senegal’s president, Macky 
Sall, Obama declared: “My basic view is that regardless of race, 
regardless of religion, regardless of gender, regardless of sexual 
orientation, when it comes to the law, people should be treated 
equally, and that’s a principle that I think applies universally.” 
Responding to Obama’s comments, Senegal’s President Sall 
quickly made it clear that he and his nation do not see eye-to-eye 
with America’s chief executive. “We are not ready to decriminal- 
ize homosexuality,’ Sall emphasized, with his people and even the 
nation’s major newspapers expressing their overwhelming support. 
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In fact, many of Senegal’s citizens thought their president should 
have been more emphatic. “He should have said, “This can never 
exist in Senegal; this can never happen here,” Tidiane Gueye, a 
resident of Senegal’s capital city of Dakar, told the New York Times. 
“Senegal is 95 percent Muslim,” Gueye added. “As a Muslim coun- 
try, we will not permit laws that allow gays to marry.” 

Kenya’s leaders were just as adamant, with Deputy President 
William Ruto, speaking at a Catholic church on June 30, saying 
that for those, such as Obama, who embrace homosexuality, “that 
is their business. We believe in God.” He added that “the nation 
of Kenya is a God-fearing nation.” 

Similarly, Nairobi’s archbishop, Cardinal John Njue, said that 
Obama might as well “forget and forget and forget” about the 
legalization of homosexuality in Africa. Speaking of America, 
Njue said that “those people who have already ruined their soci- 
ety ... let them not become our teachers to tell us where to go.” 

In Tanzania, Anglican Bishop Michael Hafidh said most Afri- 
can leaders would have preferred that Obama keep his opinions 
on homosexuality to himself and focus on economic issues facing 
the continent. 

A total of 38 countries throughout Africa, where the major- 
ity religious faiths are Islam and Christianity, have laws against 
homosexual conduct. Ml 


Jihadist Intends to Attack 2014 Winter Olympics 

“We as mujahedeen are obliged to not permit [the Olympic Games], using 
any methods allowed us by the almighty Allah.” 

Already the most sought-after terrorist in Russia, former Chechen na- 
tionalist leader Doku Umarov has regularly threatened railroads and 
airports near Sochi, where the Olympic Games are to be held. 


Doku 


Egypt’s Turmoil Fractures Muslim Brotherhood nar ov 


“It is gone — the unity is gone completely. [The Brotherhood] is a 
bunch of losers and its opponents are the people who killed my friends and tried to kill me.” 
A former youth leader of the Muslim Brotherhood, Islam Lotfy finds himself not knowing which side 
to affiliate with as his country sinks deeper into anarchy. 


Name Change Isn’t Sufficient 

“Lawmakers in Pennsylvania are working to ... change the name of Pennsylvania’s Department of 
Public Welfare to the Department of Human Services in a bid to eliminate the stigma associated with 
being on the dole.” 

Writing on the personalliberty.com blog, Sam Rolley noted that Repre- 
sentative Daryl Metcalf (R-Cranberry) objected to the planned change, 
insisting that “there should be a stigma for being on welfare.” 


Climatologist Suggests Ignoring 

Computer Models for Predicting Hurricanes 

“Personally, I take studies that project future tropical cyclone activity 
from climate models with a grain of salt.” 

Georgia Tech climatologist Judith Curry issued her comment after the 
release of a report published by the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences that predicted 20 additional hurricanes each year because of 
climate change. 


Egyptian Coup by the Army Follows a Standard Pattern 

“The army has simply reaffirmed and aggravated a decades-old feud between secularists (who believe 
that they alone understand democracy) and Islamists (who believe that secularists believe in democracy 
only when it serves to exclude and marginalize Islamists).” 

University of California law professor Khaled M. Abou El Fadi makes an attempt to summarize the 
turmoil in Egypt. 


Why Did Egypt Descend Into Chaos? 

“T don’t know what the generals were thinking. They probably thought that they would topple a president 
who 12 million people voted for — and that they would get away with it.” 

A senior lecturer at England’s Exeter University, Omar Ashour, likened what has occurred in Egypt 
to what happened in 1992 in Algeria, when a military takeover led to the death of 100,000 Algerians. 


Geologist’s Comments Assess Effects of Iceland’s 2010 Volcanic Eruption 
“T know — it’s very disheartening to realize that all of the carbon emission savings you have accomplished 
while suffering the inconvenience and expense of driving Prius hybrids, 
buying fabric grocery bags, sitting up till midnight to finish your kids’ green 
revolution science project, throwing out all of your non-green cleaning sup- 
plies, using only two squares of toilet paper, putting a brick in your toilet 
tank reservoir, selling your SUV and speedboat, vacationing at home in- 
stead of abroad, nearly getting hit every day on your bicycle, replacing all 
of your 50-cent light bulbs with $10.00 bulbs ... well all of those things you 
have done have all gone down the tubes in just four days.” 
Australian geologist Tan Rutherford Plimer pointed to the four-day 
eruption of Mount Eyjafjallajokull that spewed huge quantities of volca- 
nic ash (and CO)) into the atmosphere and fouled the air over Europe. @ 
— JOHN F. McManus 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 
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EDUCATION 


With the job market glutted with unemployed young people with college degrees, is 
getting a college education a solid plan or a disaster waiting to happen? 


by Selwyn Duke 


hen Joshua Baron works deliv- 
ering food for a local delica- 
tessen, the customers wouldn’t 


guess that the man handing them their de- 
lectable fare is a law-school graduate. But 
neither the New York City resident’s un- 


10 


dergraduate degree in International Affairs 
nor his law degree have translated into a 
career. And while he hasn’t yet passed 
the bar exam — and hasn’t tried in recent 
years — he still is qualified to work as a 
paralegal or in compliance. But not only 
are employers reluctant to hire attorneys 
for paralegal positions (they worry that 


they'll become licensed and resign), says 
Baron, “There’s a glut of lawyers.” 

While Baron is now pursuing entre- 
preneurial endeavors and thus no longer 
pounds the pavement for work as some 
might, his story is not unique. As the Cen- 
ter for College Affordability and Produc- 
tivity (CCAP) tells us in “From Wall Street 
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to Wal-Mart: Why College Graduates Are 
Not Getting Good Jobs”: 


So just as they say 60 is the 
new 40, we have to ask: Is a 
college degree the new high- 
school diploma? 

This is especially relevant 
since it has been said that 
today’s college degree is 
the educational equivalent 
of only a 1947 high-school 
diploma, although with stud- 
ies evidencing the ignorance 
of college graduates, rating 
it even that highly is questionable. The 
point is, however, that employers can no 
longer view a college degree as a guaran- 
tor of basic knowledge. As Richard Arum 
and Josipa Roksa write in their 2011 book 
Academically Adrift: Limited Learning on 
College Campuses: 


It has been said that today’s college 


Colleges and universities are turning 
out graduates faster than America’s 
labor markets are creating jobs that 
traditionally have been reserved for 
those with degrees. More than one- 
third of current working graduates 
are in jobs that do not require a de- 
gree, and the proportion appears to 
be rising rapidly. Many of them are 
better described as “underemployed” 
rather than “gainfully employed.” 
Indeed, 60 percent of the increased 
college graduate population between 
1992 and 2008 ended up in these 
lower skill jobs, raising real ques- 
tions about the desirability of push- 
ing to increase the proportion of 
Americans attending and graduating 
from four year colleges and univer- 


degree is the educational equivalent 

of only a 1947 high-school diploma, 
although with studies evidencing the 
ignorance of college graduates, rating it 
even that highly is questionable. 


er costs, but for a large proportion 
of them the gains in critical think- 
ing, complex reasoning, and written 
communication are either exceed- 
ingly small or empirically nonexis- 
tent. At least 45 percent of students 
in our sample [of the study they 
conducted] did not demonstrate any 
statistically significant improvement 
in Collegiate Learning Assessment 


Growing numbers of students are 
sent to college at increasingly high- 


sities. This, along with other 
evidence on the negative rela- 
tionship between government 
higher education spending and 
economic growth, suggests we 
may have significantly “over in- 
vested” public funds in colleges 
and universities. 


Ticket to the Good Life? 

Clearly, a college degree is no 
longer the surefire ticket to a 
high-paying job it once was 
thought to be, and there are many 
reasons for this. The listing econ- 
omy is an obvious one, but then 
there is the law of supply and de- 
mand. That is to say, college de- 
grees are far more common than 
a couple of generations ago and 
thus don’t hold the cachet they 
once did. Note here that people 
in the job market don’t simply 
compete against some theoretical 
standard for education, but also 
against each other. And if, for ar- 
gument’s sake, 70 percent of peo- 
ple had high-school diplomas and 
30 percent college degrees years 
ago but now 70 percent have col- 
lege degrees and 30 percent a 
higher one (this is just a simpli- 
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(CLA) performance during the 
first two years of college. (Fur- 
ther study has indicated that 
36 percent of students did not 
show any significant improve- 
ment over four years.) While 
these students may have de- 
veloped subject-specific skills 
that were not tested for by the 
CLA, in terms of general ana- 
lytical competencies assessed, 
large numbers of U.S. college 
students can be accurately de- 
scribed as academically adrift. 
They might graduate, but they 
are failing to develop the high- 
er-order cognitive skills that it 
is widely assumed college stu- 
dents should master. 


This explains why a master’s de- 
gree is now sometimes required 
where an undergraduate degree 
once sufficed: In a dumbed-down 
system where today’s college 
equals yesterday’s high school, 
graduate school is the new col- 
lege. The result? Americans are 
paying far more — and attending 
school far longer — for no better 
than the same education. 

Among the reasons for this 


cited by Arum and Roksa include 
the fact that “existing [college] 
organizational cultures and prac- 


Paying for poor influences: Colleges today are as much about 
partying and entertainment as they are about education and 
intellectual growth. 


fied example), the 70 percent is 
still in the exact same position on 
paper relative to its competition. 
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tices too often do not put a high priority 
on undergraduate learning,” that students 
“spend increasing numbers of hours on 
nonacademic activities,’ and “define and 
understand their college experiences as 
being focused more on social than on aca- 
demic development” (that’s an egghead 
way of saying they want to party hardy). 
But the reality is that these explanations 
are the lesser part of the equation. 

It’s well known that schools at all 
levels are currently adrift not just in ig- 
norance but also permissiveness. Where 
chewing gum and running in the halls 
were the biggest problems in the 1950s, 
schools today may have metal detectors 
and school-shooting protocols, and there 
is a rash of violence against teachers. 
Why, New York City has surrendered to 
the point where it now no longer suspends 
students who cut class, smoke, or curse 
— even if they direct their foul tongue 
at teachers. Even more outrageously, the 
Obama administration is pressuring lo- 
calities to administer school punishment 
based on racial quota for the purposes of 
equalizing the suspension rates between 
white and black/Hispanic students. Does 
any of this serve to cultivate an environ- 
ment conducive to learning? 


Pointing to the Problems 

This brings us to a point universally 
missed when analyzing educational woes, 
despite it being the most important factor: 
the lack of discipline and obedience in 
modern schools. These two qualities are 
prerequisites for learning for the simple 
reason that for someone to learn from 
you, he must first be willing to listen to 
you. This is why tolerating student disre- 
spect is so destructive. After all, how ame- 
nable are you to learning from someone 
whom you don’t respect? This is, mind 
you, why society traditionally enjoined 
youth to respect their elders and everyone 


After accumulating almost $100,000 in 
student-loan debt in just four years, she 
found that her interdisciplinary degree 
in religious and women’s studies wasn’t 
exactly the stuff of six-figure salaries. 


Coloring the matter: Johnson C. Smith University, a traditional black college, advertises on its 
homepage that its coursework stresses “social consciousness,” and it is trying to draw in Hispanic 
students to replace declining black students with classes such as this Latina Women Writers class. 


to respect God. It’s not that God needs us 
to bow down to Him or that older folks 
should have their egos massaged; it’s that 
man generally won’t take divine law very 
seriously if he doesn’t show deference to 
the deity — and, likewise, children won’t 
take adults’ teaching very seriously if dis- 
respect defines their attitude. 

Yet what is witnessed in schools today? 
To varying degrees they have become 
babysitting centers, where accountabil- 
ity is lacking and teachers spend a high 
percentage of their time trying to main- 
tain order and cajole students into lis- 
tening, leaving instructional time greatly 
reduced. And how does this relate to col- 
lege? First, the early-years permissiveness 
carries over into higher education, with 
college professors also lacking authority 
and students having become accustomed 
to laxity. And this “As the twig is bent, so 
grows the tree” phenomenon also has an- 
other consequence: Just as with language, 
people learn discipline best when young. 
If they don’t develop good 
study habits and a work ethic 
during their formative years, 
we shouldn’t be surprised 
when they’re malformed in 
college. 

Worse still, much of this 
already narrow instructional 
window is today devoted to 
politically correct indoctri- 
nation. As the Young Amer- 


ica’s Foundation pointed out in “The 
Dirty Dozen: America’s Most Bizarre 
and Politically Correct College Courses” 
(12/9/2006), academia has descended into 
course offerings such as “The Phallus,” 
“Queer Musicology,” “Border Crossings, 
Borderlands: Transnational Feminist 
Perspectives on Immigration,” “White- 
ness: The Other Side of Racism,” “Na- 
tive American Feminisms,” “Sex Change 
City: Theorizing History in Genderqueer 
San Francisco,” and “Lesbian Pulp Fic- 
tion,” just to name a handful. So maybe 
Johnny can’t read, but he’s fine with that. 
He knows that language is a white male 
homophobic social construct, anyway. 
(By the way, some of the bizarre courses 
are offered at Ivy League schools — all 
for just $55,000 a year.) 

And while the above are the most ex- 
treme examples, they represent a long- 
standing problem in education, one that 
worsens over time. In fact, it’s so long- 
standing that G.K. Chesterton addressed it 
in 1910, oh-so-picturesquely putting down 
the phenomenon in What’s Wrong With 
the World, writing, “Obviously, it ought 
to be the oldest things that are taught to 
the youngest people; the assured and ex- 
perienced truths that are put first to the 
baby. But in a school today the baby has 
to submit to a system that is younger than 
himself. The flopping infant of four actu- 
ally has more experience, and has weath- 
ered the world longer, than the dogma 
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to which he is made to submit. Many a 
school boasts of having the last ideas in 
education, when it has not even the first 
idea.” And this is so because it is not just 
that modern curricula comprise the latest 
fashions, but the latest passions. 

Since we can’t teach a student every- 
thing there is to know in the world, we 
must pick and choose. But what criteria 
will we apply? Obviously, we should 
build curricula on what is most impor- 
tant. Yet this presupposes that there is a 
yardstick that can be used to judge im- 
portance — namely Truth. And this is 
where the relativism sweeping the West 
enters the equation. If there is no Truth 
and everything is relative, we can’t really 
say that anything is more or less impor- 
tant than anything else. But how then can 
we choose what to teach from a universe 
of options? Well, applying reason won’t 
help us because its role is to determine 
answers, and we have already concluded 
that there are no answers to be found (no 
Truth); thus, with the obviation of rea- 
son’s realm — the intellect — there is 
only one thing left to use as a yardstick: 
emotion. So you then embrace afrocen- 
trism to make blacks feel better, Latino 
studies to make Hispanics feel better, 
and women’s studies to make women 
feel better. It’s all boiled down to taste, 
and every taste will be accommodated as 
long as being sensitive to it makes the 
thought police feel better (which is why 
you probably shouldn’t hold your breath 
waiting for offerings in white studies or 
men’s studies). 

Unfortunately for the hapless students 
in our effluent-rich educational system, 
reality doesn’t feel; it dishes out its ver- 
dicts without compromise. And one young 
woman who found this out the hard way 
is New York University graduate Cort- 
ney Munna. After accumulating almost 
$100,000 in student-loan debt in just four 
years, she found that her interdisciplinary 
degree in religious and women’s studies 
wasn’t exactly the stuff of six-figure sala- 
ries. Wrote the New York Times in 2010, 
“She recently received a raise and now 
makes $22 an hour working for a photog- 
rapher. It’s the highest salary she’s earned 
since graduating.... After taxes, she takes 
home about $2,300 a month. Rent runs 
$750, and the full monthly payments on 
her student loans would be about $700 if 
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they weren’t being deferred, which would 
not leave a lot left over.” 

Munna’s case raises some serious ques- 
tions. First, where were the adults — a 
guidance counselor, advisor, relative, or 
someone else — to warn her that an un- 
dergraduate women’s studies degree only 
qualifies one to mount a soapbox? Of 
course, the college wouldn’t say anything; 
if it told the truth about its propaganda 
courses, no one would take them. And 
businesses — and make no mistake, col- 
lege is a business — don’t make money 
by badmouthing their products and turning 
customers away. Nonetheless, NYU was 
guilty of academic malpractice not just 
for having intellectually corrosive cours- 
es such as women’s studies, but also for 
selling students a 100-grand clunker that 
wouldn’t even get them out of poverty 
row’s driveway. 

But the problem isn’t just caricatured 
college unsuited to good students; it’s also 
students unsuited to college. As George 
Mason University economics Professor 
Walter Williams wrote last year: 


[American Enterprise Institute (AEI) 
scholar Professor Richard Vedder] 


5 


says: “The number [of students] 
going to college exceeds the number 
capable of mastering higher levels of 
intellectual inquiry. This leads col- 
leges to alter their mission, watering 
down the intellectual content of what 
they do.” Up to 45 percent of incom- 
ing freshmen require remedial cours- 
es in math, writing or reading. That’s 
despite the fact that colleges have 
dumbed down courses so that the 
students they admit can pass them. 
Let’s face it; as [fellow AEI scholar 
Charles] Murray argues, only a mod- 
est proportion of our population has 
the cognitive skills, work discipline, 
drive, maturity and integrity to mas- 
ter truly higher education. 


Of course, this sounds like heresy to mod- 
ern egalitarian ears. But we do young 
people no favors by selling them on the 
“necessity” of a college education — and 
often saddling them with insurmountable 
debt — if it serves no legitimate purpose. 
And speaking of purpose, we can gain 
more perspective here by understanding 
that the modern academy long ago strayed 
from its foundational one. 


Helping me help you: Want to avoid crippling student-loan debt? A little-known and under- 
appreciated alternative to college, apprenticeship programs offer paid training and education and 
a guaranteed job. 
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As Reuters also reports, “According 

to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
by 2014 the U.S. will need 29 percent 
more HVACR [Heating, Ventilating, Air 
Conditioning, and Refrigeration] and 21 
percent more plumbing technicians.” 


Attending a university originally had 
nothing to do with getting a piece of paper 
that supposedly translated into high-pay- 
ing job opportunities; it was about expand- 
ing your intellectual horizons and learning 
Truth (in fact, most American universities 
were founded as explicitly Christian in- 
stitutions). But how many students today 
attend school driven merely by a thirst for 
knowledge or a desire for spiritual growth, 
as opposed to a lust for money? The prob- 
lem here isn’t that there is anything wrong 
with making money per se, but that a place 
you go to gain job-oriented skills isn’t sup- 
posed to be called college but something 
else: vocational school. 

And universities today have become 


outrageously expensive, 
window-dressing-replete vo- 
cational schools that often 
teach well only what stu- 
dents need not — and often 
should not — know. Of 
course, it’s a great deal for 
academia. Where their “mar- 
ket’ was once confined to the 
elite, now their business is a 
“must” for everyone; what 
the young once got from a 
high-school education, which doesn’t re- 
quire a direct, out-of-pocket expenditure 
from a student’s family, he now can only 
acquire if he dishes out tens of thousands 
of dollars for the new “higher” high-school 
education. Some would call this a racket. 
But there is a better way. 


Alternative Tracks 

In saner times, a person who needed a 
profession would become an apprentice 
and learn on the job, through practical 
experience and tutelage. And this system 
could be applied to white collar fields just 
as it has been to the trades. How would it 
work? Simple: A corporation would pro- 
vide a young person on-the-job training 


ie 


and a small salary, which would increase 
upon the training’s completion and be 
commensurate with demonstrated com- 
petence. In return, the individual would 
have agreed to work for the company for 
a certain number of years. This system 
would be far more efficient. No more 
digging a hole of debt with degree ambi- 
tions. And if AT&T or IBM provided the 
employee’s education, would they be as 
likely to waste time and money on “Gay 
and Lesbian Studies,” “Ethnic Studies,” 
afrocentrism, or courses in pornography? 
The reality is also that if you removed the 
hamburger helper (and poison pill) and 
distilled the educational process down 
to the truly job-relevant, the necessary 
knowledge and training for many voca- 
tions could be provided in six months. 
The downside? Students would miss 
what only college can provide: drunken 
frat parties, hazing, sexual-escapade op- 
portunities, and indoctrination with the 
dogma of the day. 

So given all the ins and outs of education 
and the difficult job market, how should a 
high-school junior or senior proceed? Here 
are some guidelines that may help parents 
and students make better decisions: 
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Over-qualified college grads: With America producing college graduates faster than jobs requiring 
college degrees, many young adults find a “hamburger-flipper” fate awaiting them upon graduation. 


First ask, “What are my goals?” If you 
aspire only to make a good living, this 
will narrow down your choices. Deter- 
mine where your gifts lie and how they 
can best be monetized, and understand 
that you may have to sacrifice doing what 
you like in favor of what’s realistic. And 
discover what job prospects come with 
a given undergraduate degree; note here 
that corporations generally don’t adver- 
tise for philosophers or urban studies 
majors (money can only be made in such 
fields teaching at a college, and usually 
a Ph.D. is required). Then find out what 
the competition is like. As to this, Reuters 
reports, “25 percent of students hope to 
work in a career with computers or the 
Internet. The next most popular fields of 
interest include business (16 percent); 
engineering (15 percent); healthcare, de- 
fined as doctors, nurses, assistants and 
technicians (15 percent); and the enter- 
tainment/arts field, defined as actor, mu- 
sician, TV anchor, reporter and producer 
(15 percent).” 

Of course, you may, to paraphrase the 
old saying, want to find a job you love 
so that youll never work a day in your 
life. This is fine, but, again, be realistic. 
If the prospects for making money are 
slim to none, you won’t want to take on 
debt that’Il make you a microcosm of the 
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federal government. Remember here that 
if something really is a labor of love, you 
can study it to your heart’s content on the 
Internet. Sure, it will perhaps just be an 
avocation, but if the field isn’t very mar- 
ketable, that’s what it may end up being 
even with a degree. And don’t end up pay- 
ing $100,000 for an avocation. 

Consider the skilled trades. Okay, 
they don’t sound as cool as video-game 
developer, but the pay and benefits are 
quite good; becoming qualified in them 
doesn’t require four years extra school- 
ing and a large investment of money; 
and, quite significantly, skilled tradesman 
are in demand. As Reuters also reports, 
“According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, by 2014 the U.S. will need 29 
percent more HVACR [Heating, Ven- 
tilating, Air Conditioning, and Refrig- 
eration] and 21 percent more plumbing 
technicians, a total of more than 100,000 
skilled workers in the job pool. Among 
the 500,000 plumb- 
ers in the United 
States alone, the 
demand is expected 
to grow 10 percent 
by 2016, [sic] how- 
ever, due to an aging 
generation of skilled 
professionals, more 
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than a third of all plumbers — or ap- 
proximately 167,000 workers — will be 
exiting the workforce.” Moreover, note 
that the aforementioned trades-targeted 
apprenticeship programs available are 
widespread and offer paid on-the-job 
training, so you can be compensated as 
you become qualified for a guaranteed 
job, as opposed to paying a college for 
what may be pipe-dream promises. And 
while the skilled trades don’t seem ro- 
mantic, they don’t offer the romance of 
poverty, either. Don’t forget the old joke 
about the attorney who, after receiving a 
$200 bill for 25 minutes plumbing work 
and complaining that he was a famous 
trial lawyer and didn’t make that much, 
was told by the plumber, “Neither did I 
when I was a lawyer.” 

If you do attend college, don’t marry 
the idea of the “peerless” Ivy League edu- 
cation and pay for unfounded reputation. 
Many schools offer equivalent programs 
at lower costs. There even are still some 
colleges that provide highly rigorous edu- 
cations without the politically correct or- 
thodoxy, such as the Franciscan University 
of Steubenville. 

Lastly, think outside the box. College has 
become a rite of passage and, insofar as it 
has betrayed its original purpose, should be 
read its last rites. And it may or may not be 
for you. If it isn’t, you don’t want to attend 
and then end up like the cable technician 
whom CCAP writer Christopher Matgoura- 
nis spoke with during cable installation at 
his sister’s college apartment. As Matgoura- 
nis wrote, “This individual had graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree several years prior 
but was now just setting up cable television 
for college students.” 

There is a somewhat apocryphal say- 
ing that goes, “Never let your schooling 
interfere with your education.” Don’t let 
it interfere with your prospects for a life 
unfettered by insurmountable debt, ei- 
ther. The financial future you save may 
be your own. Hf 
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Here’s the path to obtaining a financially manageable college degree, since working one’s 
way to the top is not a viable option and the cost of higher education is skyrocketing. 


by Charles Scaliger 


atthew Bridges knows a thing 

or two about the perils of stu- 

dent debt. Bridges (not his real 
name), now in his late sixties, has been 
in debt his entire adult life and now owes 
student loan creditors nearly $2 million, 
according to a piece on DailyFinance.com. 
Hounded by creditors day and night for 
decades, Bridges, who, owing to dyslexia 
and various physical ailments, has had 
difficulty staying employed, has seen his 
debts destroy his marriage and drive him 
overseas as a debt refugee. 

Bridges’ descent into lifelong debt 
bondage began in 1984, when he com- 
pleted an undergraduate science degree. 
Twelve years later, he completed his 
Ph.D., finishing his postgraduate educa- 
tion, at age 51, with an already consider- 
able debt load of $104,000. Unfortunate- 
ly, he soon discovered that the job market 
for 51-year-old newly minted Ph.D.s 
wasn’t very robust. By 2009, years of 
inability to pay down his loans earned 
him interest rates of nearly 30 percent, 
massive collector’s fees, late fees, and, of 
course, compounded interest over a quar- 
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ter century. Result: $1.79 million in debt 
and rising. 

Bridges married in the early 1990s, but 
life for the couple was hellish, with abu- 
sive debt collectors calling day and night. 
“They used every manner of profanity 
imaginable,” Bridges told DailyFinance. 
com. “They ridiculed me, my degree and 
my humanity.” More ominously, they “said 
that if I didn’t pay in full, they had ways 
and means of locating me and making sure 
that me and all my family members were 
taken to court and made to testify.” 

Upon being told by one debt collec- 
tor that he would never be able to pay 
his debts, and should leave the country 
like others in his predicament often do, 
Bridges and his wife decided to move to 
the Philippines to get a fresh start. On 
the other side of the world, they were 
finally free of harassment, and Bridges 
was able to make a living teaching. But 
his wife wearied of the isolated, refugee- 
like status, the separation from friends 
and family, and the constant hiding and 
lying about their identity, even abroad. 
She and her family had been threatened 
by creditors, too, and Bridges reluctantly 
gave her an amicable divorce after 16 


years. It was “the least I could do for 
her,’ he said. As for Bridges, his life on 
the run from creditors continues, with the 
grave the only prospect for relief. “I’m 
literally a fugitive. I feel like a criminal,” 
he told DailyFinance.com. “I can’t own 
anything. I’m afraid of the knock on the 
door. I’ve got the blinds drawn. And when 
there’s a knock on the door or if someone 
drives up, I first peek out the window to 
see if I recognize the person or the car. 
If I don’t, I don’t answer.” He uses only 
Skype, never the telephone. “I’ve learned 
to survive, escape and evade,” he said, 
“even in my own country, from my own 
people, for doing what they told me to do, 
getting a degree.” 

If Matthew Bridges is a cautionary tale 
from the previous generation, when pay- 
ing off student loans was still relatively 
easy thanks to a two decade-long eco- 
nomic boom, what are the prospects for 
today’s crop of college graduates, seeking 
employment amid economic stagnation 
and paying vastly more — in adjusted dol- 
lars — than their parents and grandparents 
paid for a college education? 

First, a few numbers that are becoming 
drearily familiar: Last year, student loan 
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Newly minted professionals: Graduates of Cornell University’s prestigious Hotel School (shown 
here) aiming to run restaurants and hotels have likely spent tens of thousands of dollars on 
college degrees that taught little about entrepreneurship. They will work in places begun by true 
capitalist entrepreneurs in an earlier age — when worth was proven by hard work and smarts. 


debt surpassed credit card debt to take 
second place among household debt cat- 
egories, trailing only mortgages. Although 
no one knows the exact figure, student 
loan debt is now more than $1 trillion, 
and rising rapidly. Default rates are rising 
too, with the national average now in the 
double figures, at about 12 percent. West 
Virginia has the highest default rate, at a 
whopping 18 percent, while North Dakota 
has the lowest, at 6.5 percent. 

Unlike most other forms of debt, nei- 
ther government nor private student loans 
can normally be discharged through bank- 
ruptcy, even under conditions of extreme 
debtor hardship, like physical disabilities 
or overwhelming financial setbacks such 
as long-term unemployment or unexpect- 
ed medical bills. 

The average rate of indebtedness is 
staggering, too. Washington, D.C., resi- 


dents carry the heaviest average student 
debt, at $41,230 — more than $16,000 
above the national average. 

But such figures don’t tell the full 
story. Increasingly, students desiring a 
competitive salary are discovering that, 
with the exception of a few highly mar- 
ketable degrees — accounting and some 
types of engineering, for example — a 
postgraduate degree is now the ticket to 
career advancement in the corporate and 
professional world. The ever-popular 
MBA, for example, is almost de rigueur 
for an ambitious young professional with 
a baccalaureate in business management 
or an allied discipline. Graduate degrees 
in science, engineering, psychology, and 
many other disciplines are now required 
for realistic opportunities for advancement 
in careers formerly accessible via a four- 
year undergraduate program. And the cost 
of traditional postgraduate 
professional degrees, such as 
M.D.s and J.D.s, has mush- 
roomed along with the rest 
of higher education. It is very 
easy for anyone pursuing a 
postgraduate degree like an 
M.B.A., J.D., or Ph.D. to 
wind up with a six-figure 
debt to go along with the di- 
ploma parchment. 

And, since the onset of the 
economic collapse of 2008, 


former students — including holders of 
M.B.A.s and other postgraduate degrees, 
who are often past 30 — are moving home 
to live with parents (more than two million 
between 2007 and 2010 alone). Unable to 
find jobs commensurate with their train- 
ing, they are becoming the first genera- 
tion in many decades to forgo home and 
new car purchases — long regarded as an 
American birthright — because their debt 
payments are eating up the lion’s share of 
their (and sometimes their parents’) in- 
come. 

In May, in response to a request for 
feedback by the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau’s website, more than 
28,000 responses painted a somber picture 
of life in the steel jaws of the student debt 
trap. Among them: 


I graduated 6 years ago and have 
been making monthly payments ever 
since, but my balance never, ever 
seems to go down.... 

Between my federal student loans 
and alternative loans I am projected 
to pay 79% of my gross monthly in- 
come, starting next month.... 

Sallie Mae attached a $4000 PEN- 
ALTY to one of our loans — But I 
have no idea which loan is what — or 
what loan is whose.... 

Iam 70 years of age and must keep 
working in order to afford to continue 
to pay for my student loan.... 

I was young and I had NO idea. 


While no one forces today’s crop of col- 
lege students to borrow money to pay for a 
college education, it is difficult not to feel 
sympathy for their plight. As the United 
States moves more and more toward an 
Old World guild-style managed economy 
and away from laissez-faire free markets 
of generations past, the increasingly car- 
telized corporate world is imposing more 
and more elaborate entry requirements, of 
which only the first is a baccalaureate de- 
gree. Simply put, the old days of starting 
work in the mail room of a large corpora- 
tion and then working your way up to the 
boardroom are long gone, as on-the-job 
experience is often set aside by corporate 
management in favor of flashy academic 
accreditation. 
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But why, for example, should anyone 
get a degree in hospitality management 
(formerly known as hotel and restaurant 
management)? Why not simply learn the 
business from the bottom up, with lots 
of hands-on experience? Well, because a 
degree will, in the words of About.com’s 
Karen Schweitzer, “give students an edge 
and may be especially helpful in secur- 
ing advanced positions.” But the high cost 
of a four-year (or even two-year) degree 
pretty much guarantees that newly minted 
graduates will not accept entry-level work 
in kitchens, late-night shifts, and other 
ground-level positions where they can 
learn by experience because the pay for 
such entry-level work won’t be enough to 
enable them to service their debts. College 
graduates therefore have an expectation of 
being hired into entry-level management, 
where they will supervise people perform- 
ing tasks that they themselves often have 
little or no experience in. 

On the other hand, thanks to increasing- 
ly formidable regulatory barriers to entry 
in most industrial sectors, the prospect of 
starting their own business is out of the 
question for most. How many 20-year- 
olds are ready to deal with the bewilder- 
ing tangle of taxes, building codes, OSHA 
requirements, federal employment laws, 
and so forth, in order to open a hotel or 
restaurant of their own? Well, that’s where 
those all-important college degrees come 


in. Cornell University’s College of Hotel 
Administration, considered one of the best 
such programs in the world, dedicates sub- 
stantial course time to food safety, human 
resource regulatory and demographic is- 
sues, business and hospitality law, build- 
ing codes and construction standards, and 
other essentially regulatory matters, for 
the Bachelor of Science undergraduate 
degree. Of the 64 total core credits, three 
are for hospitality law, nine for indus- 
try standards of accounting and finance, 
10 for food service and preparation, and 
three for human resource management, for 
a total of (at minimum) 25 credits — or 
an entire academic year — dedicated pri- 
marily to government regulations and the 
industry standards they have motivated. 
And the overall thrust of the curriculum 
is how to manage other people who actu- 
ally do stuff — such as cook, clean, serve, 
maintain building facilities, and deal with 
hotel clientele. 

Of course, no one with a prestigious 
Cornell degree in hotel administration 
could possibly afford to start at the bottom 
and work their way up — not with a debt 
overhang of at least $50,000 from four 
years of Cornell tuition. Yet only someone 
with four years of hard study could possi- 
bly hope to master all the Byzantine laws, 
regulations, and standards that now con- 
strain and control the hospitality sector. 

Contrast this state of affairs with how 


one hospitality mogul of yesteryear, J. 
Willard Marriott, worked his way to the 
top of the industry. After serving a mission 
for the Mormon church in the Washington, 
D.C., area — where he noticed how hot 
and humid it was in the summer and how 
much people craved cold drinks — Marri- 
ott completed a degree at the University of 
Utah (working his way through, as could 
be done back in the 1920s) and secured a 
license from Roy Allen (the “A” in “A&W 
Root Beer’) to sell A&W in the Washing- 
ton, D.C., area. He then moved to Wash- 
ington and opened a nine-stool root beer 
stand selling cold root beer to the capital’s 
parched residents. Soon, thanks to a con- 
tact in the Mexican Embassy, he and his 
wife secured recipes for hot tamales and 
chili — and began selling them as well, in 
the first of a very successful chain of “Hot 
Shoppes” all across the Eastern United 
States. His restaurant chain went public 
in 1953, and in 1957, Marriott opened his 
first hotel. During the 1960s, he acquired 
the Big Boy and Roy Rogers family restau- 
rant chains, and invented airline in-flight 
food service — an innovation that remains 
a large part of the Marriott revenue stream. 
And to what do his descendants ascribe his 
success? In addition to his character and 
personality, son Richard said of his father: 


He was blessed to live in one of the 
few countries where, if you work 


Pioneering hospitality: While J. Willard Marriott, founder of the hotel chain that bears his name, was college-educated, he learned most of what he 
knew about business from the ground up. His first job after college was running a root beer stand in Washington, D.C., after sensing opportunity in 
the hot summer months. He learned the restaurant business by starting a chain of restaurants, and the hotel business by opening hotels. In today’s 
tightly regulated and heavily taxed business environment, starting a business is prohibitively expensive and legally challenging. 
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hard and make reasonably intel- 
ligent decisions, you can become 
successful. I serve on the board of 
the National Restaurant Association 
with about ninety-five people who 
are very successful and well known 
in the business world. Almost every 
one of them started working as a 
dishwasher, table busser, or server 
in a restaurant and then worked up 
to management and often ownership. 
This great country in which we live 
gives each of us this opportunity. 


Indeed, the story of J. Willard Marriott, 
who was able to become one of the most 
successful hotel and restaurant entre- 
preneurs in American history without a 
degree in hospitality management or a 
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mastery of the latest fads 
in employee management 
or anti-workplace discrimi- 
nation guidelines (Marri- 
ott famously taught, “Take 
care of your employees, 
and they’ II take care of your 
customers”), is typical of 
American entrepreneurs in 
every sector until compara- 
tively recently. It was once 
not uncommon for a Horatio 
Alger type working in the mailroom or 
kitchen to rise to the top of their field, 
but no more. Today, most of the corporate 
world (and the other professions) operate 
as more or less closed castes, for which 
the ticket to entry as a “professional” is 
a college degree (or degrees) and, often 
enough, numerous additional certificates 
and licenses beyond them. 

This, then, is the choice facing so many 
talented, ambitious young people: Go deep 
into debt to finance the necessary degrees, 
licenses, and certificates for entry into the 
profession of your choice — or be des- 
tined forever to bus tables, work overtime 
at multiple jobs, and, in general, be con- 
signed to lower echelons of employment 
with no chance of making the jump into 
management without the aforementioned 
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First day of the rest of your life: College freshmen on the first day of class, such as this 
University of Missouri freshman, have little experience with debt, credit, and financial planning. 
Those who borrow their way through college, heedlessly running up the tab during their carefree 
undergraduate years, often graduate with no job and a five-figure debt. 
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degree and the debt that comes with it. 
As for starting your own business, mas- 
sive overhead now associated with regu- 
latory and compliance burdens, as well 
as confiscatory levels of corporate taxes 
(and, very soon, new financial burdens as- 
sociated with employee healthcare) pretty 
much ensure that the price you will pay 
for working for yourself will be perpetual 
bondage to the taxman and debt levels 
similar to those incurred by a college de- 
gree. Small wonder that, these days, the 
college degree — with its promise, how- 
ever scant, of entry into America’s pro- 
fessional class with a comfortable salary 
and the usual benefits — is preferred over 
self-employment, with the risks of entre- 
preneurship compounded by the certainty 
of tax and regulatory vassalage. 


Which brings us back to the subject of 
college degrees, in general. What is the 
purpose of today’s colleges and universi- 
ties, if not delivering a product of value to 
students? The problem is, no one seems to 
have determined what that product should 
be. Many undergraduates view colleges 
and universities as glorified trade schools, 
and bridle at general education curricular 
requirements mandating credits in the hu- 
manities, mathematics, general sciences, 
or whatever. As an instructor in the hu- 
manities at a large Eastern university, this 
author can attest to this mentality. 

The source of this confusion is the 
mingling of the trade/professional train- 
ing function with the more traditional 
academic role of providing what used to 
be called a “liberal education” (and not 
in the modern sense of “liberalism’’!). On 
the one hand, there has long been a strong 
market for trade and business schools that 
train people in useful trades like business, 
electrical work, auto mechanics, nursing, 
accounting, and so forth. No one could 
contest the need for these and the myriad 
other useful skills and trades that such in- 
stitutions can provide. Students attending 
such schools rightly expect their tuition 
monies to pay for acquiring the intellec- 
tual tools of the trade, nothing more, noth- 
ing less. Many for-profit online colleges 
and universities, such as the University of 
Phoenix, cater to this customer base, as 
do a large number of community colleges 
and vocational schools across the country. 
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Reading the fine print: Where student loans once appeared to make financial sense, they have 
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become toxic liabilities for millions of college grads unable to earn enough to pay them off. With 
liquidation of student debts via bankruptcy almost impossible, hefty student loans may amount to 


a life sentence of debt and ruined credit. 


On the other hand, the benefits of a so- 
called “liberal education” in the classical 
sense of the term — history, literature, lan- 
guages, philosophy, science, higher math- 
ematics, and other such purely academic 
subjects — are more diffuse, but no less 
important. Such an education was, and to a 
limited extent still is, deemed necessary so 
that those steeped in it can remain capable 
of sustaining a free society. Knowing what 
provoked the Glorious Revolution of 1688 
might not qualify anyone to fix a broken 
pipe or balance corporate books, but it will 
instill an appreciation of some of the cultur- 
al and legal institutions that safeguard our 
civilization. Having a grasp of Newtonian 
mechanics won’t help anyone run a better 
restaurant, but it will heighten anyone’s 
appreciation of the power of scientific rea- 
soning, and help understand how Western 
progress has been conditioned not only by 
greater political freedom but also by appli- 
cation of principles of reason to the laws 
of the physical universe. Becoming famil- 
iar with Shakespeare’s plays will not earn 
anyone a salary bonus, but it will add im- 
measurably to his understanding of many 
of the great issues dealt with in the Bard’s 
greatest tales: the love of power (MacBeth), 
greed (The Merchant of Venice), and forbid- 
den love (Romeo and Juliet), for example. 

One of the greatest benefits of modern 
civilization, in fact, is that life need not 
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be merely a Hobbesian struggle for pelf 
and survival. Most of us take for granted 
that recreation and personal enrichment 
— including education for its own sake 
— are goods in and of themselves, even 
though they may not contribute to our 
earning power. 

Part of the problem, then, is that mod- 
ern universities and colleges have thrown 
these two very disparate approaches to 
education together and expected students 
to be willing to pay for both. But it is 
unlikely that market forces will continue 
to support such a practice. Increasingly, 
students interested in career training will 
be less and less willing to be forced to 
pay for courses in the humanities that 
they perceive little use for. And students 
desiring more of an academic educa- 
tion, whose career goals incline more to 
teaching, science, and the like, will be 
less likely to pay inflated tuition rates 
that they know their eventual incomes as 
teachers, professors, or scientists will not 
be able to pay for. Hence, there will likely 
be a separation of educational functions, 
with some colleges and universities opt- 
ing to place more and more emphasis on 
the very profitable professional degrees, 
and a smaller number opting to return 
more to their academic roots and cater to 
the next generation of teachers, scholars, 
and scientists. 


Small Bang for the Buck 

Far more insidious, though, has been the 
distorting effect of financial policymaking 
on higher education. In truth, it costs little 
more in real dollars to teach a course in 
Spanish or calculus now than it did a gen- 
eration ago; yet today’s students are pay- 
ing more than four times what they paid 
for a college education 30 years ago. In 
2008, the National Center for Public Pol- 
icy and Higher Education released a re- 
port that showed a 439-percent increase in 
college tuition and fees — in inflation-ad- 
justed dollars — between 1982 and 2007. 
This as against a “mere” 251-percent in- 
crease in medical expenses, 147 percent in 
household earning, and 106 percent in the 
consumer price index. 

To be sure, inflation is a slippery sub- 
ject and, since it is almost universally mis- 
understood by those who purport to adjust 
rates for inflation, it suffices to show that 
the cost of higher education is rising dra- 
matically faster than almost anything else 
in our inflationary economy. And why is 
this happening? Because vertiginously 
rising tuition, fees, and other college ex- 
penses are part of the effect, and not the 
cause of, inflation. Simply put, decades 
of loose money policies on the part of the 
American financial system anchored by 
the Federal Reserve and the U.S. Treasury 
have created an enormously inflated de- 
mand for certain assets: stocks, bonds, real 
estate, commodities — and higher educa- 
tion. Easy money always and everywhere 
means easy credit. Easy credit means 
much greater willingness to borrow. And 
that always leads to much higher prices, 
which sellers believe buyers can bear. 

This, in a word, is what has created the 
“higher education asset bubble.” Students 
and their parents continue to take advan- 
tage of easy credit to pay for college, and 
colleges and universities, in their turn, 
increasingly employ tenured faculty who 
teach a couple days a week (if at all) while 
continuing to demand more and more gen- 
erous benefits and higher salaries. Univer- 
sities scarcely blink at spending millions 
for new athletic facilities, state-of-the-art 
classroom buildings, and glistening new 
dorm complexes to replace older buildings 
rather than refurbish them. And university 
faculties are now clotted with administra- 
tors, compliance officers, and political- 
correctness enforcers whose salaries used 
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to pay professors and instructors. These, 
among other factors, contribute to the un- 
natural rise in tuition and other costs, and 
easy credit is the most important reason 
for the extravagance. 

Like real estate prior to 2008 and dot. 
com stocks prior to 2000, college degrees 
are horrendously overpriced. And just as 
in 1999 and 2007, the consensus of es- 
tablished wisdom is still telling us not to 
worry, that a college degree is still a sound 
investment, and that, in the long run, it will 
pay for itself many times over. 

Despite the climbing rates of under- 
and unemployment among college grads, 


m several factors continue to 
mislead people into thinking 
the Great Education Bubble 
will never burst. One is the 


nihar expectation that, no matter 


what, today’s kids deserve 
to be better educated than 
their parents. Another is the 
lingering hope that, at some 
point, the federal government 
will intervene, as it has in the 
healthcare industry, and make 
things right again. 

The latter is a particularly vain expecta- 
tion. Government distortion of education 
costs — not only by inflationary policies, 
but also by numerous subsidies — is the 
problem, not the solution. More govern- 
ment intervention will only make things 
worse in the long run. 

To be sure, college degrees are a different 
asset class from stocks, real estate, or com- 
modities. Instead of a sudden crash occa- 
sioned by panicked investors, we are likely 
to see a gradual (though still fairly rapid) 
decline in college costs — at least, relative 
to other costs — once credit becomes too 
tight to permit the borrowing to continue. 
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The “Gambler”: High-school graduates often notice only two options upon graduation: take a 
relatively low-paying job for the low-skilled or spend loads of money on an advanced degree and 
hope to get a job that will allow them to pay their college debts and live comfortably. 


22 


meee STORY fice. . 


Colleges and universities will begin belt- 
tightening as more and more high-school 
graduates opt out of a four-year degree fol- 
lowed by decades of debt. Some institutions 
of higher learning may even begin to per- 
ceive the need to rededicate themselves to 
actual education, and to prune the costly bu- 
reaucracy, scale back the ambitious building 
projects, and jettison other frills, from “[Fill 
in the Politically-correct Cause] Week” fes- 
tivities to lavish athletic programs. Hard as 
it may be to believe, a core of hard-working, 
dedicated educators, backed by a minimal 
number of administrators and support per- 
sonnel, could deliver high-quality, tradi- 
tional education for those who desire it for 
pennies on every dollar now being charged. 
The day might even arrive when “working 
one’s way through college” and emerging 
debt-free or nearly so will become a real 
possibility again for most college students. 

In the meantime, anyone desiring a col- 
lege education should take every effort to 
keep costs and debts to an absolute mini- 
mum. While living in a van — as one enter- 
prising graduate student in English recently 
did at Duke University to emerge with his 
Ph.D. debt-free — might be a bit extreme 
for most of us, other cost-cutting measures, 
like forgoing a car during college years, pre- 
paring one’s own meals at home, cutting out 
cable TV and other costly entertainment, 
and, in general, avoiding luxuries and high- 
ticket items such as $3,000 laptops, are all 
very doable for the average college student. 

Planning to be unemployed or under- 
employed immediately after graduation 
is a good worst-case scenario to adopt. 
If you knew you would be waiting tables 
for three years after graduation while you 
waited to find the right job, would you 
borrow that $25,000? For those working 
at or near minimum wage with little or no 
savings, any debt over $10,000 is a sub- 
stantial, even unendurable, hardship. And 
even for those fortunate enough to land 
that well-paying, entry-level professional 
job upon graduation, debt very much in 
excess of $20,000 will be a burden, if 
not a millstone, especially when com- 
bined with a mortgage or car payment. 
But this is the mindset that savvy college 
students need to adopt to inoculate them- 
selves against the distorted prices and ex- 
pectations of a bubble economy — and 
against the hardships that will follow that 
bubble’s demise. 
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More and more, colleges are becoming venues where left-wing professors attempt to 
indoctrinate students with liberal views, instead of focusing on academics. 


Oriented correctly: College tours for parents and high-schoolers undoubtedly neglect to tell 
prospective students that freshman orientation will resemble a seminar on political correctness, 
where instilling liberal conformity, not personal integrity, will be the goal. 


by Jack Kenny 


6 | anguage is the source of 

misunderstanding,” said the 

French writer Antoine de 
Saint-Exupery. But a confusion of tongues 
was not the cause of Abigail Beardsley’s 
consternation over what she was expected 
to learn in a French language course she 
took at Penn State University in the spring 
of 2007. Described in the college catalogue 
as a course in French language and culture, 
it inexplicably included a viewing of the 
Michael Moore film, Sicko, an English- 
language “documentary” about inadequa- 
cies of the healthcare system in the United 
States and a paean to the state-run medical 
care in other lands. The following semes- 
ter, Beardsley addressed a formal complaint 
to the chairman of the university’s French 
Department about the insertion of a movie 
about the American practice of medicine 
in a course that, she wrote, was supposed 
to be about “real-life language use, the in- 
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tegration of language and culture and the 
development of the four skills: listening, 
speaking, reading, writing.” In other words, 
an academic exercise. 

Yet the professor “took valuable class 
time” for the Moore film, which the student 
described as “an attack on the free market 
health care system in the United States and 
an endorsement of socialized medicine in 
England, Canada, France and Communist 
Cuba.” She went on to point out the absence 
of any “critical evaluation of the film” or 
contrary views of socialized medicine pre- 
sented by the professor that might have 
been useful to students in forming their own 
opinions on the subject. That, she noted, 
was contrary to a university policy requir- 
ing instructors to provide students with 
“access to those materials which they need 
to think intelligently.’ The same policy, 
Beardsley noted, instructed professors “not 
to introduce controversial materials that are 
irrelevant to the class subject and outside 
their area of expertise.” 


The department chairman dismissed 
her appeal and backed the professor’s de- 
cision to make the viewing of a film at- 
tacking the American healthcare system a 
component of a French language course. 
The student’s complaint and its rejection 
were related in Indoctrination U by David 
Horowitz, who has documented what he 
describes as “the widespread acceptance 
of political agitation as a suitable form of 
classroom instruction.” The problem is not 
just professors preaching their mostly lib- 
eral or “progressive” political views as a 
substitute for academic instruction, even 
in courses whose subject matter bears 
no realistic connection to those political 
opinions. It is also the fact that little to no 
room is allowed for different, much less 
opposing, viewpoints, as Beardsley noted 
in her letter. 


No Discussion Allowed 

“Ideas deemed ‘reactionary’ and ‘politi- 
cally incorrect’ are shut down by ‘speech 
codes’ and collective disapproval” by 
those who regard teaching as “a parti- 
san activity and the university as a plat- 
form from which they hope to change 
the world,” Horowitz wrote. “Ideas that 
oppose left-wing orthodoxy — opposi- 
tion to racial preferences, belief in innate 
differences between men and women, 
or, more recently, support for America’s 
war in Iraq — are regarded as morally 
unacceptable or simply indecent. The 
proponents of such ideas are regarded 
as deviants from the academic norm, to 
be marginalized or shunned.” Professors, 
meanwhile, increasingly use their class- 
rooms as forums in which to preach their 
often passionately held views to a virtu- 
ally captive audience, frequently on mat- 
ters far outside their areas of expertise. 
Horowitz, who claimed to have inter- 
viewed hundreds of students at dozens of 
colleges and universities on the subject, 
wrote: “In the course of the interviews, 
I rarely encountered a student who had 
not been subject to such in-class abuse.” 
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Brainwashing 101 


STORY few 


“Resident advisers” are hired to help 
the students work their way to such pre- 
ordained conclusions as the certainty 


that religious parents hate their “gay” 
children and university campuses are 
inhospitable to Muslims. 


Yet in many schools the indoctrina- 
tion begins well before the incoming 
freshmen enter their first college classes. 
Orientation programs are often another 
name for indoctrination into a “progres- 
sive” worldview that requires the student 
to drop as mental contraband any alleg- 
edly racist, reactionary, chauvinistic, or 
“homophobic” views he or she may have 
contracted like a communicable disease 
in a home, school, or church environ- 
ment. One freshman orientation program 
that has been adopted at nearly 100 col- 
leges and universities is called the “tun- 
nel of oppression” that the new students 
must traverse, as they learn about the evils 
of “white privilege” and sit through lec- 
tures informing them that they are part of 
a “rape culture.” “Resident advisers” are 
hired to help the students work their way 
to such pre-ordained conclusions as the 
certainty that religious parents hate their 
“gay” children and university campuses 
are inhospitable to Muslims. The resident 
adviser must first himself or herself be 
immersed in the race-conscious, feminist, 
class-warfare ideology. A former “RA” at 
DePauw University in Indiana described 
the regimentation she experienced to 
Robert Shibley, senior vice president of 
the Foundation for Individual Rights in 
Education (FIRE), a non-profit organiza- 
tion fighting restrictions on the freedom of 
speech and the efforts at thought control 
in schools. 

The prospective RA’s were instructed 
never to think of themselves as merely 
people, but were to regard themselves, first 
and foremost, according to their respec- 
tive classifications: “black” or “white” or 
“Asian” or “heterosexual” or “queer.” They 
were required to speak in bigoted stereo- 
types while being told that was what they 
were really thinking “deep down.” 

“For all we hear about faculty ideologi- 


24 


cal or political bias,’ wrote 
Shibley, “campus adminis- 
trators are often worse when 
it comes to brainwashing 
students.” A radical feminist 
agenda has permeated the 
culture of colleges and uni- 
versities, large and small, in 
the East and West, and in the 
heartland of America. In the 
fall of 2010, Hamilton Col- 
lege in New York required all 
male freshman students to attend a “She 
Fears You” presentation to make them 
aware of the “rape culture” of which they 
were allegedly a part and of the need to 
change their “rape supportive” beliefs and 
attitudes. 

“Did Hamilton warn incoming female 
students of the campus ‘rape culture’ be- 
fore it took their tuition?” wrote Shibley. 
“T doubt it. But publicity did force admin- 
istrators to make the seminar optional — 
just minutes before it started.” 

Freshman orientation as practiced at 
the University of Delaware also came to 
the attention of the Foundation for Indi- 
vidual Rights in Education. The very fact 
that the university labeled its orientation a 
“treatment” program suggested it was an 
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This helps how? Students from Randolph College in Virginia visit the Chicken Ranch brothel in 


exercise in the type of mental hygiene that 
might fairly be described as “brainwash- 
ing.” The “educational” materials used 
in the “treatment” of the new arrivals on 
campus included a glossary that defined 
racism as a term that “applies to all white 
people (i.e., people of European descent 
living in the United States, regardless of 
class, gender, religion, culture or sexual- 
ity.)” Non-racist, on the other hand, was 
officially a “non term. The term was cre- 
ated by whites to deny responsibility for 
systemic racism.” Through required atten- 
dance at lectures and one-on-one meetings 
with residence assistants, students learned 
what views were acceptable (or manda- 
tory) on matters of “social justice” and a 
“sustainable” environment. (One program 
urged students to commit to reducing their 
ecological “footprint” by 20 percent.) The 
code of political correctness even covered 
door decorations in the dormitories. 
Students were evaluated on how they 
responded to the “treatment,” with the 
residence assistants providing written 
reports to school administrators on the 
“best” and the “worst” students in the 
one-on-one sessions. Among the “worst” 
was a student who complained of having 
“diversity shoved down [her] throat” and 
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Nevada and speak with a prostitute as part of an American Culture program. It makes one wonder 
what future the college is grooming the students for. 
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Religious bigot? Deandre Poole (shown) instructed students i in his intercultural eR class at Florida Atlantic University to write the name 
“Jesus” on a piece of paper and then step on it. He was placed on paid administrative leave, but is now teaching online courses for the university. 


who responded to the question “When did 
you discover your sexual identity?” with 
a crisp: “That is none of your damn busi- 
ness.” Another who questioned why the 
university needed to “force all this diver- 
sity stuff” on the students was also labeled 
one of the “worst.” 

In a strongly worded letter to the univer- 
sity president, Samantha Harris, FIRE’s 
director of legal and public advocacy, 
questioned the University of Delaware’s 
commitment to education, as opposed to 
indoctrination: 


The fact that the university views its 
students as patients in need of “treat- 
ment” for their incorrect attitudes 
reveals the university’s utter lack of 
respect both for its students and for 
the fundamental right to freedom of 
conscience. And the university’s defi- 
nition of learning not as a process of 
acquiring knowledge or technical 
skill, but rather as the attainment of 
specific attitudinal or behavioral 
changes, represents a distorted idea 
of “education” that one would more 
easily associate with a Soviet prison 
camp than with an American institu- 
tion of higher education. [Emphasis 
in original.] 
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The university formally dropped its “treat- 
ment” program after the FIRE protest 
brought publicity, but a series of Residen- 
tial Curriculum Institutes, based on the 
Delaware program, has spread onto cam- 
puses throughout the country. 


Composition of College Classes 
Beyond orientation programs, curriculum 
is another area in which higher educa- 
tion has undergone radical change, as an 
English professor at a large Midwestern 
university sadly told THE NEW AMERICAN. 
Even a basic freshman course such as Eng- 
lish Composition has long ceased to have 
anything to do with grammar, punctuation, 
or sentence structure, he said — the type 
of things a student might be expected to 
master in learning to write well. English 
courses and the social sciences are joined 
together in a program called Connect, in 
which each course must address three 
signature issues: sustainability (environ- 
mentalism), civic engagement (political 
activism), and intercultural engagement 
(multiculturalism). 

“Everything from Theater to Philosophy 
to History to English has, in effect, become 
sociology,” the professor said. “Teaching 
subject matter has become less important 
than teaching a very political perspective.” 


Regardless of what subject and in which 
department students are studying, “they 
get taught the same thing over and over: a 
radical critique of the entire American so- 
cial structure, an indictment of capitalism, 
anti-Christian propaganda, and collectiv- 
ism over individuality... It all comes down 
to race, class and gender. And sexuality, 
now that they are pushing, in a radical 
way, homosexuality.” 

A strict requirement of “sensitivity” 
and a heavy emphasis on multicultural- 
ism have combined to create an environ- 
ment in which “the only culture we’re 
ever allowed to criticize is our own,’ the 
professor said. He cited as an example the 
“Jesus Stomp” instructor at Florida Atlan- 
tic University, who, as part of an Intercul- 
tural Communications course, instructed 
his students to write the name “Jesus” 
on a piece of paper and then step on it. 
In the uproar that followed, the instruc- 
tor, Deandre Poole, received threats and 
was placed on paid administrative leave 
by the university. He has been reinstated 
to teach classes this summer and fall, but 
has been limited to online courses for se- 
curity reasons, said Heather Coltman, the 
interim dean at the university’s College of 
Arts and Letters. The school will decide in 
December if Poole will be welcomed back 
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into the classroom for next year’s spring 
semester, Coltman said. 

“You would never in a million years see 
anyone do that with the name Moham- 
med. You couldn’t do that with Hillary 
Clinton’s name. You couldn’t do that with 
nearly any other name, or you’d be fired,” 
said the English professor, who preferred 
not to be identified because he does not yet 
have tenure in his present job. Tenure isn’t 
really a protection of academic freedom, he 
maintains, but is a means of weeding out 
professors who are not “ideologically pure 
enough” to remain on the faculty. ““There’s 
a reason why I’ve taught at seven different 
universities in 20 years,” he said. 

Yet for all the emphasis institutions 
of higher learning place on gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgender issues and on 
race-based courses and Women’s Stud- 
ies programs, courses not being taught at 
many colleges and universities are con- 
spicuous by their absence. Last fall the 
California Association of Scholars issued 
a report to the regents of the University 
of California sharply critical of the num- 
ber of traditional course requirements that 
have been dropped from the curricula at 
the various campuses of the statewide 
university. Entitled “A Crisis of Compe- 
tence,” the report attributes the deletions 
to what is described in the subtitle as “The 
Corrupting Effect of Political Activism in 
the University of California.” 

Among the glaring omissions detailed by 
the scholars is the fact that none of the nine 
general campuses in the university system 
requires students to study the history of 
the United States or of Western civiliza- 
tion. English majors on some campuses 
may graduate without taking a course in 
Shakespeare. Students in political science 
programs get diplomas without a course in 
American politics. The omissions are not 
the result of accident or neglect. A study by 
UCLA’s Higher Education Research Insti- 
tute found more faculty members believe 
they should teach students to be agents of 
social change than believe it is important 
to teach the classics of Western civilization. 

The leftward tilt of college and universi- 
ty faculties is nothing new. Numerous stud- 
ies in recent decades have shown an over- 
whelming majority of college professors to 
be left-liberal in ideology and Democratic 
in party affiliation. But increasingly they 
seem to be no longer convinced of the need 
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Collective vision: College students “solving” the world’s problems while in a Model United Nations 
competition is just one more example of a liberal college vision. By and large, conservatives decry 
centralizing government power and reducing individual rights and country sovereignty. 


to make any genuine effort at, or pretense 
of, refraining from making their personal 
political and social ideals the content of 
classroom instruction. The school admin- 
istrators, the California report concludes, 
“far from performing their role as the uni- 
versity’s quality control mechanism, now 
routinely function as the enablers, protec- 
tors, and even apologists for the politicized 
university and its degraded scholarly and 
educational standards.” 

At a time when college education costs 
upwards of $45,000 a year at private in- 
stitutions and tens of thousands at most 
state-sponsored universities, the emphasis 
on racial and cultural diversity and ad- 
vocacy of social change has come at the 
expense of academic achievement. “Far 
too many” students, the California report 
said, have not learned to write effectively 
or to read “a reasonably complex book.” 
Students and their parents, in other words, 
are paying more and getting less in genu- 
ine education. 

Yet despite tuition costs that have risen 
dramatically higher than inflation for three 
decades, the spending spree in higher edu- 
cation continues, aided and abetted by fed- 
eral expenditures for research, Pell Grants, 
and student loans. Much of the spending 
goes into hiring more administrators to run 
more diversity programs. Officials at the 
University of California’s San Diego cam- 
pus, for example, created a new position 
called “vice chancellor for equity, diver- 
sity and inclusion,” despite a large number 


of “diversitycrats” already on the school’s 
administrative payroll. The money for the 
new vice chancellorship, wrote columnist 
Michael Barone, “could have supported 
two of the three cancer researchers that the 
campus lost to Rice University in Hous- 
ton, a private school that apparently takes 
the strange view that hard science is more 
important than diversity facilitators.” The 
University of North Carolina at Wilming- 
ton, Barone noted, saved some money by 
consolidating two science departments, 
while increasing spending on its five di- 
versity-multicultural offices. 


Mainly Conservative Controls 
While ethnic, cultural, and socio-econom- 
ic diversity appears to be prized at the na- 
tion’s schools of higher learning, intellec- 
tual diversity is something to be silenced 
where it can’t be eliminated altogether. 
Not all too surprisingly, given the con- 
trols on free speech that universities now 
favor, the suppression of free speech on 
campus is not only aimed at silencing con- 
servative thought. In Unlearning Liberty: 
Campus Censorship and the End of Amer- 
ican Debate, author Greg Lukianoff be- 
gins by recounting the ordeal of a student, 
Hayden Barnes, who had been expelled 
from Valdosta State University in Geor- 
gia for protesting, on Facebook and in a 
letter to the editor of the student newspa- 
per, the university’s decision to spend $30 
million on the construction of two parking 
garages. In the student’s environmentalist 
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crusade against the garages and the auto- 
mobiles it would house, he invoked what 
Lukianoff describes as “the classic liberal 
fight song, ‘No Blood for Oil.’” After 
Lukianoff, an attorney and the president 
of FIRE, launched a publicity campaign 
and finally a legal action to have the expul- 
sion overturned, the university’s Board of 
Regents reversed the decision and offered 
readmission to Barnes, who, by that time, 
was completing his education at another 
institution. 

But Lukianoff, who describes himself 
as a liberal, pro-choice, pro-gay rights, 
lifelong Democrat, acknowledges that it 
is conservative-minded students who are 
most directly affected by the emphasis 
on “speech codes” and political correct- 
ness on college campuses. “While many 
attempts at censorship are apolitical,” he 
notes, “you are far more likely to get in 
trouble on campus for opposing, for ex- 
ample, affirmative action, gay marriage 
and abortion rights, than you are for sup- 
porting them.” 

Lukianoff acknowledges being once 
“hissed at” during a libertarian student 
conference for being a Democrat, but 
notes “it is far more common that I am vil- 
ified as an evil conservative for defending 
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free speech on campus,” a reaction he has 
found to be both commonplace and odd. 
“TIsn’t freedom of speech quintessentially 
a liberal issue?” he asks. 

The problem is not new, but it has grown 
dramatically worse since a young William 
F. Buckley described the anti-free market, 
anti-religion intellectual environment at 
his Ivy League university in God and Man 
at Yale, way back in 1950. Many parents 
and students opposed to the indoctrination 
routinely imposed at so many colleges and 
universities are nonetheless paying the in- 
creasingly expensive piper for educational 
tunes hostile to their own deeply held val- 
ues and traditions. Those of a conservative 
or libertarian persuasion can find alterna- 
tives in mostly small, conservative and/or 
religious colleges and universities. But the 
nation should be able to expect more from 
secular, “mainstream” establishments of 
higher education than to find them as en- 
claves of a rigid ideological regimentation. 

Speech codes that punish students for 
comments that may offend or provoke a 
protected race, ethnic group, gender, or 
persons of a different “sexual orienta- 
tion” stifle not only speech but thought, 
preventing the free exchange of ideas in 
a climate hospitable to debate. As George 
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Christians targeted in college: Julea Ward (shown) was kicked out of a counseling program 
at Eastern Michigan University because she refused to affirm homosexuality. She had referred a 
homosexual client to another counselor because of her Christian beliefs. 
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Washington University Law School Pro- 
fessor Jonathan Turley has noted, the 
nation has gone far beyond the famous 
dictum of Supreme Court Justice Oli- 
ver Wendell Holmes that the freedom 
of speech does not confer upon anyone 
the right to falsely cry fire in a theater. 
“Our entire society is being treated as a 
crowded theater,” wrote Turley, “and talk- 
ing about whole subjects is now akin to 
shouting fire.” 

The once-proud liberal notion of a “val- 
ues-free” education has long since given 
way to an educational regime that imposes 
values that are hostile to freedom, faith, 
and morality and intolerant of opposing 
points of view that have the potential of 
stimulating serious debate about the reign- 
ing tenets of a “progressive” creed and ide- 
ology. A 2010 survey of 24,000 students 
by the Association of American Colleges 
and Universities found only 30 percent of 
college seniors strongly agreed with the 
statement: “It is safe to have unpopular 
views on campus.” More telling, perhaps, 
is the fact that only 16.7 percent of faculty 
members registered a strong agreement 
with that statement. Higher education in 
recent decades has become dramatically 
higher in cost, but remarkably lower in 
the standards it upholds as a university’s 
ideal. The late Clark Kerr, former presi- 
dent of the University of California, was 
no doubt being facetious when he said 
that the three-fold purpose of the univer- 
sity was to “provide sex for the students, 
sports for the alumni and parking for the 
faculty.” Or perhaps he was exaggerating 
only a bit. 

Some economists claim that the rapidly 
rising costs of college education, propped 
up by government grants and subsidized 
loans, have created an economic bubble in 
the higher education market that will soon 
burst as the housing bubble did in 2008. 
Perhaps economic realities will succeed 
where concern for fairness and decency 
has failed in focusing minds of profes- 
sional educators and laymen alike on the 
meaning and purpose of higher education. 
Aspiring students in the not-too-distant 
future may find the doors locked at one or 
more of our most prestigious universities, 
with a sign on the lawn in front of the ad- 
ministration building telling the sad story: 
“Gone out of business. Didn’t know what 
our business was.” 
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Freedom Index 
Voting Records 1999-2013: 


The index you've used to track 
whether your congressman is voting 
according to the Constitution now 
features cumulative scores online, as 
well as scores for former congress- 
men, at TheNewAmerican.com/free- 
domindex. A perfect resource for the 
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INTERVIEW 


Documenting Indoctrination 


Documentary filmmaker Colin Gunn is interviewed about what things influenced him to 
make films about schools, freedom, and “manliness” and where he goes from here. 


Halls of ill repute: Even in elementary and secondary public schools, Christian students run a 
gauntlet of peer pressure and teacher pressure to get involved in sex, forgo parental morals, and 
back “progressive” socialist ideals, as Colin Gunn documents in film. 


Interview of Colin Gunn 
by Duke Pesta 


( ) olin Gunn is an award-winning 
writer, director, producer, and 
animator. His previous films in- 

clude Shaky Town, winner of the Best Po- 

litical Film at the San Antonio Indepen- 
dent Christian Film Festival (SAICFF), 
and The Monstrous Regiment of Women, 
which also won the Best of Festival award. 

He wrote, co-directed, and produced the 

documentaries IndoctriNation: Public 

Schools and the Decline of Christianity 

in America and Captivated: Finding Free- 

dom in a Media Captive Culture, which 
took first and second place respectively in 
the documentary category at SAICFF. He 
also served as executive producer of Act 

Like Men: A Titanic Lesson in Manliness. 

He is now working on a new feature-length 

documentary on American healthcare 

called Wait Till It’s Free! Originally from 

Hamilton, Scotland, Colin lives in Waco, 

Texas, with his wife and eight children. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


THE NEW AMERICAN: Tell us a little bit 
about your background. How did you end 
up a filmmaker in the United States ? 
Colin Gunn: Well, to cut a long story 
short, it was really through meeting my 
wife in New York. We met in Brooklyn, 
so I ended up coming over here from Scot- 
land — Hamilton, which is a small town 
near Glasgow — and we ended up coming 
over and living in Texas. I’m an American 
because of my wife, but the longer story 
is I had an ideological connection with the 
U.S. before that. I started reading Ameri- 
can literature, and a lot of stuff about lib- 
erty and freedom, which we don’t have 
a whole lot of in Scotland. I was reading 
American books by American authors — 
Christian authors who understood liberty 
and were promoting it. 


TNA: Who were some of these American 
authors who influenced you? 

Gunn: One of my favorites is R.J. Rush- 
doony, and he believed in the application of 
God’s word and God’s law — biblical law 


— to all areas of society. And that gave me 
a better understanding of the moral aspects 
of economics. That was one of my big in- 
terests that led me to the JBS and THE NEw 
AMERICAN magazine, because the Federal 
Reserve and all those things that no one 
knows about are introduced. I was intro- 
duced to all those narratives through R.J. 
Rushdoony, but he also covers other politi- 
cal issues — abortion being a big one that 
motivated me at a very young age, as well 
as politics — and I realized that these are 
big battles that we need to fight. And a lot 
of people don’t know hardly anything about 
them because, as we know, the government 
controls and largely influences the media; 
the government controls the schools, and 
people come out of the schools not know- 
ing about these big issues. If we don’t solve 
them, there will be an absolute catastrophe 
for many people, and many people will be 
hurt by these bad ideas. 


TNA: What is your training in film — how 
did you get involved with documentaries? 
Gunn: I have no training in film. I don’t 
think that has any value. I mean it’s nice 
that I’ve gone to college and I have a de- 
gree in architecture, and also in animation 
— that relates in some extent to film — 
but I was motivated to make documenta- 
ries, and film became the best medium for 
us to get our message out there. So I can’t 
write, I can animate, but that’s not going 
to communicate the message particularly 
easily, so for the message I want to get 
across, I found documentary film, and it 
was a great revelation when I did because I 
believe that’s one of the best ways to com- 
municate to our culture. 

Even on the Left, a lot of the argu- 
ments that are being presented are com- 
ing through documentaries because now 
there’s sort of a cynicism and distrust of 
mainstream media. So a lot of people are 
attracted to an independent voice, and we 
fit in there, we can make these stories, 
these films that really have an impact. And 
then we can go a lot deeper because news, 
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You realize that you can’t fix anything 
The 


until you fix the public schools.... 


wickedness of taxation, the consequence 


of taxation on an economy, the 


wickedness of inflating the money supply 
— these sorts of things are terrible but 
most people have no clue about [them]. 


punditry, talk radio — they’re so shallow 
— but give us an hour and a half, and we 
can go pretty deep.... So that was my inter- 
est in getting into film with no training, but 
I think the best thing is to always learn by 
doing, and that’s what we’ve done. 


TNA: From an early age, you were inter- 
ested in America and American culture. 
What aspects of American culture were 
as you expected, and what things most 
shocked or surprised you as you accli- 
mated to life in America? 

I come over here, and I’m pretty 
informed in a sense, culturally, not just the 
books I was reading on American politics, 
but in another sense: We’re very aware 
of American culture because — not for 
the better usually — American culture 
influences every single culture around 
the world. One of the greatest things 
that I enjoyed most of all was the gun 
culture. You have a liberty that we 
don’t even know about in Scotland. I'd 
never seen a gun in my life living in the 
U.K. Now you go and they’ve got guns 
in the airports and all the police have 
guns, but civilians are rare who’ve had 
any experience with a good firearm. So 
I came over here and I learned to ap- 
preciate that. 

But of course one of the big sto- 
ries that I noticed was the big yellow 
school bus, because we don’t have that 
over there. Of course, we have as big a 
problem with our socialist government 
schools over there, but over here that 
just identifies the statists: In all these 
states all across America you have that 
one symbol, that yellow school bus. 
That’s why we chose it for the Indoc- 
triNation movie. 


TNA: You have eight children of your 
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own, so education must have 
been a critical issue for you 
early on. What particular 
aspects of the American edu- 
cation system compelled you 
to undertake the film Indoc- 
triNation? 

Well, part of it comes 
from my political interests. 
Ive been working in politics 
for quite a while and ran for 
office in the U.K. And coming 
over here, you realize that you 
can’t fix anything until you fix the public 
schools.... The wickedness of taxation, the 
consequence of taxation on an economy, 
the wickedness of inflating the money sup- 
ply — these sorts of things are terrible but 
most people have no clue about where all 
of that comes from or the fact that it even 
happens. You talk about ObamaCare, and 
you ask people in the street and they don’t 
even know that it passed and is being im- 
plemented right now. So it’s amazing how 
deliberately ignorant people have become, 
and it’s a strategy. 

We’re not doing homeschooling for any 
political reasons. We just think it is pri- 
marily our duty as parents to separate our 
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Symbolic: The yellow school bus means public schools, 
and its seeming permanence unintentionally indicts the 
cause of school failure: resistance to needed change. 
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children from harm and to protect them. 
And I think it’s absolutely evident and 
irrefutable that putting your children in 
public school will eventually lead to harm 
done to them, either spiritually, intellectu- 
ally, or even physically. 


TNA: Would you describe for us the proc- 
ess of making this film, the struggles to 
fund the film or the political and cultural 
obstacles that have impeded you along the 
way? 

It’s always difficult to make a 
movie. Our movies are funded by small 
groups — we’re not big budget. We don’t 
have any big studio investment. In fact 
most of it, my first few films, I paid for 
myself. We started to scale up, so we 
needed outside investment. It’s very dif- 
ficult to do, but we found that people do 
want to have these films made, so there’s 
actually a community out there that’s will- 
ing to support a film before it’s actually 
made because we’re speaking on their 
behalf. So with IndoctriNation we were 
really blessed to see donations come in 
from people who knew we were going 
to represent them in a public way.... So, 
the investment was made by people who 
want change, and that is also true for 
our next film on ObamaCare. People 
know that a disaster is looming and 
they’re coming to us and saying, “We 
want to do something; what do we do? 
We want to support you.” 


TNA: You spend a lot of time in the 
movie on interactions with people. 
What was one of the most intense mo- 
ments you experienced on the road, 
either politically or in terms of trying 
to get information from people? 

Well, we don’t do a whole lot 
of the confrontational stuff. We’ve 
done that in the past, and it’s been 
more trouble than it’s worth, and it 
leads to political and legal threats and 
all the rest of it. We get some antago- 
nism based on our worldview. But 
the other side of it is that while you 
would expect me to be going out there 
and people hating me, a lot of people 
come up to me and say, “You know, 
we’ve got our kids in public schools 
and it’s hard to watch, we’re not sure 
what to do,” and I have to be bold and 
try to pull them along and try to ex- 
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hort them to make a change. But 
a lot of them know the truth. And 
as you know, the big issue I think 
with the use of public schools 
right now is that there has to be 
a considerable amount of self-de- 
ception for people to say, “It’s OK 
for me, it’s not in my school, my 
school is different, my son is dif- 
ferent, my daughter is different, 
we won't have the problems other 
people have had.” And they de- 
ceive themselves while they still 
know, especially after watching 
films like ours, hearing at least the 
narrative that we are saying, their 
consciences are being pricked and 
eventually we’re getting those 
people won over. And it’s a small 
segment of the community out 
there, but there are those people 
out there that have seen our film 
and decided that is enough, based 
on the information we put in 
there, to leave the schools. 


TNA: Obviously you came to 
this country very informed, and 
you’re a quick study. But when 
you stepped behind the director’s 
lens what came into focus that you hadn’t 
seen before? How did the directorial as- 
pects influence your opinions? 

Gunn: People are surprised that I write a 
script for my documentaries. We write a 
script and we try and go out and fill it up 
with the information that we think is going 
to be there. We need the script so that we 
can be selective. We come up with a script, 
but what happens is amazing: You go out 
there and the content is 10 times smarter, 
10 times better, because we’re talking to 
people who are a hundred times smarter 
than us.... With documentary filmmaking 
— why I think it’s an incredible art form 
— is that you’re going out and finding the 
stories that God in His providence has 
made and has established and you're get- 
ting the real characters and the real people 
and you can look into their eyes as we do 
in our documentary. 

We have a notion of what we want to say, 
because we’re not pretending: We’re not 
Michael Moore who pretends he doesn’t 
have any presuppositions. Michael Moore 
goes out there and he says, “I’m gonna try 
and find the truth; I’m gonna pretend that 
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I’m neutral trying to find this truth.” And 
what does he find? That everything falls 
into place with his socialist worldview. Of 
course for us conservatives we look at that 
and say, “That’s ridiculous, you obviously 
have those presuppositions.” We’re very 
honest about our presuppositions, so we 
state those very clearly at the start of our 
films. People know it’s a Christian film; 
it’s a conservative film. But in the detail 
— we're still interpreting through that lens 
— we make our case. 


TNA: Given the myriad problems con- 
fronting education in this country, what do 
you think is the one thing that most needs 
to be addressed or fixed? 

Gunn: Just one thing? Well, I want to see 
public schooling go away, and so if there 
was that lever, I would pull it. People think, 
you know, if you pull that lever — no 
public schools anymore, sorry, they’re all 
going to be private — people think there’s 
going to be bands of youths roaming the 
streets and cars getting turned over. I don’t 
believe any of that, but I believe the market 
would immediately be filled. That would 
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For goodness and freedom: Colin Gunn is taking a page from 
the political Left and producing documentary films about 

political problems, except he honestly dissects problems and 
traces them to their core — usually government itself. 


happen in healthcare and in every- 
thing the government does badly. 
The greatest thing about capitalism 
is opportunity, and the biggest op- 
portunity in America right now for 
many reasons is this failing public 
school system, and people looking 
for solutions. Our message in the 
film isn’t that we can fix the pub- 
lic schools. Our message is simple. 
This is the Titanic and it is sinking. 
We are the lifeboat, the lifeboat is 
homeschooling, join us in the life- 
boat. Protect your children — you 
have no time to mess around. 


TNA: Given the obvious problems 
with government education, why is 
it so difficult to make meaningful 
changes in the public schools? 
Gunn: Well, they are not driven 
by the market in any way. They 
are driven by self-interest, so it is 
incredible in America that we’ve 
painted this picture of the teach- 
er, one that involves a significant 
amount of selflessness and self- 
sacrifice. You know, “I’m doing 
this for the kids” and all the rest 
of it. Well, the truth is they are 
all there for a paycheck. If the paycheck 
doesn’t show up, none of them would be 
there. Homeschool moms alternatively do 
it day in day out without any funds, very 
few funds. 
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TNA: Our politicians, teachers, admin- 
istrators, they all know it is not working. 
Why is it so difficult to even address these 
problems? 

Gunn: The point would be, can you enact 
any change? Public education serves the 
interest of the teachers, the administration, 
and the political sphere. The public school 
system has become very much the enemy 
of liberty and therefore the enemy of your 
child: Your children are joining a system 
that does not serve them. 

Mom and dad, they love little Johnny 
more than anything else in the world, and 
the biggest deception is that the school 
will have the same sentiment about that 
child. Of course, the teachers don’t love 
them. You can’t pay anyone to do that job. 
So this is the reason why I don’t think you 
can fix it; it doesn’t have the biblical juris- 
diction. The Bible commissions particular 
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people to do particular things. In the pub- 
lic school system, the state has taken over 
what is a family responsibility, so it will be 
absolutely impossible for it to fulfill that 
role — it can’t be fixed. 


TNA: Jn what ways have you noticed your 
film inspiring change in others? Has there 
been any institutional movement as a re- 
sult of your work? 

There hasn’t been a huge change 
that is apparent. Our goal is to win people 
over one at a time, and our film is very 
much a grassroots film. The best way is 
to have individuals go out there with a 
message and pass it along person to per- 
son. That is how the film was designed. 
The people that love it first are the home- 
school families because they now have a 
tool they can use. They want to commu- 
nicate on this issue, but they haven’t been 
able to and we condensed down the whole 
argument into an hour and a half. I think 
that’s how all our films will be used, as 
grassroots efforts that will make their way 
through communities. They won’t be a big 
splash; they will just convert people one 
person at a time, hopefully. 


TNA: What are you going to tell your kids 
when the homeschooling is over and the 
time has come to consider college? 

You know, our film company 
doesn’t employ anyone who has a degree, 


except me. We hire people based on resumé 
and talent and whether we like them or not. 
Training — college training — is probably 
the worst way to go. It doesn’t help you. 
You can go find all this information and ed- 
ucate yourself. Now, there is obviously an 
issue in terms of being licensed, as licensed 
professionals.... And so colleges have be- 
come redundant if you think of the benefits 
of technology right now, the transference 
of information has become free, virtually 
free. Colleges have had a monopoly on in- 
formation and books and learning for a long 
time. Unless my children are going to be 
doctors or lawyers, they are probably going 
to work with us. It fits very well with the 
homeschooling world. What does your dad 
do? Do what he does. I have a company 
that guarantees all of my children will have 
a job waiting for them. 


TNA: You mentioned your new movie 
about ObamaCare. It’s called Wait Till 
It’s Free! Give us an overview — when is 
it coming out and what is it about? 

It is going to come out in January 
[2014] when a lot of the ObamaCare disas- 
ter strikes. But we’re not just focusing on 
ObamaCare. Our case against the health- 
care problems in America is based on the 
huge amount of government intrusion over 
the last century. We have intervened in the 
market, with licensing favoring particular 
groups within it. We’ve manipulated the 


Troubled healthcare times: Gunn’s next documentary will be about the state of healthcare in this 
country. For example, Illinois is expecting a shortage of doctors under ObamaCare, yet the Illinois 
legislature just rejected proposals that would have allowed nurses to pick up much of the rush. 


32 


AP Images 


INTERVIEW 


economy so that we have this problem 
where healthcare is extremely expensive. 
They are doing this supposedly for our 
health benefit, and for the benefit of our 
nation, but really they are using it for their 
own power. This is a significant expansion 
of government. And they are expanding 
the meaning of “health.” Everything you 
can think of is coming under this umbrella 
of health. And they are going to use that 
against conservatives and Christians. We'll 
end up with punitive medicine. We’ll cer- 
tainly end up with agenda-driven medicine. 
Of course, the track record of government 
healthcare is pretty awful: experimenting 
on people without their knowledge, abor- 
tion, eugenics, euthanasia, all of which has 
happened in America, and we are going to 
see more of that. Rationing is going to be 
a significant aspect of government health- 
care, and it will be based on a formula; your 
survival may actually be based on a formula 
dreamt up by some bureaucrat in Washing- 
ton. Your very life might depend upon po- 
litical decisions, instead of just economic 
decisions that you yourself make. And that 
is a disaster! 


TNA: Is the new movie going to be in the 
same format as IndoctriNation? 

Well, we’re not going around in an 
ambulance. It is going to be structured in 
similar ways. It is going to be an enter- 
taining film, full of animation; it will have 
a fun soundtrack, and stories as we make 
this case.... We’ve interviewed doctors, 
patients, and people working for insur- 
ance companies to tell the full story of the 
disaster that is looming for us right now, 
as well as the disaster that’s already there. 


TNA: What role might Christianity play 
in bringing America back from the brink? 

The failure of Christians in the 
past is that we acquiesced to government 
education. And now we’re acquiescing 
over the issue of ObamaCare. So Chris- 
tians can do a lot in terms of being vocal 
about the consequences of all this.... In 
terms of healthcare, we should be looking 
after Grandma, not leaving her to the gov- 
ernment and Social Security. We should 
be looking after our children’s health 
needs and our wife’s health needs and our 
own health needs economically, but we’ve 
given so much up. Christians should know 
that before anyone else, I think. Hl 
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Constitutional Critique 


This DVD series delves into the unique manner and shape of the U.S. government, as well 
as how politicians have strayed from the Founders’ intentions, and the consequences. 
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by Joe Wolverton Il, J.D. 


The Constitution Is the Solution! DVD 
set — w/Manual and Lecture Guide CD 
+ Materials Packet, 339 minutes, 2013. 
Available at ShopJBS.org ($45.00) 


"7 ; he latest educational tool offered 
by The John Birch Society is a 
six-DVD series entitled “The 

Constitution Is the Solution.” 

In these presentations, Robert Brown, 

a regional field director for the JBS based 

in Montana, delivers a comprehensive 

study of several key constitutional prin- 
ciples. Over the 190 minutes of the com- 
bined talks, viewers learn what makes 

America great, as well as the principles of 

limited government and individual liberty 

upon which our Constitution is founded. 
Below is a summary of the six DVDs. 
Part I: The Dangers of Democracy: 

In order to understand the government 

handed down to us by our Founding Fa- 

thers, one must understand they gave us 

a republic and not a democracy — a gov- 

ernment of law and not of men. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


To help illustrate the crucial distinction 
between these two forms of government, 
the Overview of America video is fea- 
tured. In that presentation, JBS President 
John F. McManus explains how “wide- 
spread departure from fundamental truths 
that made America great” is threatening 
the liberties once enjoyed in the United 
States. 

McManus explains that what set Amer- 
ica apart from other lands was not her 
natural resources or her people. What set 
America apart was not what her govern- 
ment did, but what it was prohibited from 
doing. 

Personal morality, limited government, 
and the individual freedom “to work, pro- 
duce, and succeed, and especially to keep 
the fruits of one’s labors” is what made 
America great, McManus teaches. 

In America, the law should not be 
“subject to the majority’s whims” as it is 
in a democracy. In a republic, by contrast, 
the law is supreme, government is lim- 
ited, and the people are free. 

Returning to the lecture, the next topic 
reveals that the will of the majority is not 


ignored in a republic, however. In a con- 
stitutional republic, such as the United 
States, the majority does indeed rule 
through their elected representatives, but 
the effect of that power is tempered and 
restrained by the rule of law, particularly 
as set out in the Constitution. 

Finally, Part I ends by explaining that 
in the form of government established 
by our Founding Fathers, the Constitu- 
tion prevents the majority from trampling 
the rights of the minority, a safeguard 
not included within a democratic form of 
government. 

Part II; Enumerated vs. Unlimited 
Power: This portion of the series features 
the differences between a government of 
unlimited power and a government whose 
authority is limited by the enumeration of 
those powers in a constitution. 

In the United States, the federal gov- 
ernment possesses only those narrowly 
defined, specifically enumerated powers 
that are listed in the Constitution. 

All legislative power, that is to say, the 
power to make laws, is given to Congress 
in the Constitution. This enumeration was 
designed by the framers of our Constitu- 
tion to prevent the president or the courts 
from making law. Furthermore, Congress 
may only legislate on matters that fall 
within the scope of the powers enumer- 
ated in the Constitution. 

When the federal government acts out- 
side the constitutional boundaries of its 
power, the states are obligated to refuse to 
enforce those acts. This refusal by states 
to treat as law unconstitutional federal 
acts is known as nullification. 

Next there is a discussion of how sev- 
eral clauses of the Constitution — most 
notably the General Welfare Clause, the 
Necessary and Proper Clause, and the 
Interstate Commerce Clause — are im- 
properly interpreted to “justify” the as- 
sumption by the federal government of 
powers not granted to it specifically by 
the Constitution. 
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Simply put, if the federal government 
is not specifically granted a power by the 
Constitution, then it has no authority to 
act in that area and states are within their 
constitutional and legal rights to nullify 
those acts, considering them to be null, 
void, and of no legal effect. 

Part III: Constitutional Economics, 
Constitutional Money: “The topic least 
understood by Americans,” Brown says, 
“is ‘What is constitutional money?’” 

In order to work toward a firm un- 
derstanding of constitutional money, 
five qualities necessary for money used 
for exchange are listed: intrinsic worth; 
divisibility; portability; durability; and 
relative scarcity. 

According to Article I, Section 8, Con- 
gress has power to “coin money, regulate 
the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and 
fix the standard of weights and measures.” 

Article I, Section 10, moreover, pro- 
hibits states from coining money and 
making “any thing but gold and silver 
coin a tender in payment of debts.” Re- 
markably, there is not a single state in 
the Union abiding by this section of the 
Constitution. 

In the United States, the economy is no 
longer based on commodity money (pre- 
cious metal), or even fiduciary money 
(money backed by something real, such 
as precious metal). The value of the 
money used in the United States is set 
by the Federal Reserve and has no real, 
tangible value, and is, as such, worthless. 
Such worthless, easily inflated money is 
called fiat money and is contrary to the 
intent of the Founders. 
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The power of the Federal Reserve to set 
the value of money is nowhere given in the 
Constitution. Furthermore, the Constitu- 
tion does not authorize the federal govern- 
ment to establish a national bank, thus all 
acts of the Federal Reserve — including 
its very existence — are unconstitutional. 

Part IV: Constitutional War Powers 
and the Enemy Within: In exploring the 
intent of the Founders with regard to the 
government they established, we learn 
that the foundation of the United States 
is the Declaration of Independence. The 
Constitution, then, was built upon the 
principles set out in the Declaration. 

In order to help Americans understand 
those principles of liberty and be better 
able to defend them, a few of those that 
are found in the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence are considered, including the self- 
evident truth that men are “endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights” and that the purpose of govern- 
ment is to “secure these rights.” 

Rights, it must be remembered, come 
from God and no earthly organization, in- 
cluding government, has the right to take 
them away. If government is involved in 
any program that infringes upon or denies 
the rights given by God to man, then it is 
illegitimate and a threat to freedom. 

In our own age, one of the greatest 
threats to freedom is the assumption by the 
president of the power to wage war. Article 
I, Section 8 of the Constitution gives Con- 
gress the exclusive power of declaring war. 
If any branch or agent of the federal govern- 
ment or other organization (including the 
United Nations) assumes that power, that 
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Current currency: The U.S. Constitution allows the government to “coin” money, not print paper 
money, though Benjamin Franklin had for years printed currency for the colonies. Already by the 
time of the Constitution’s drafting, inflation, caused by overprinting currency, was a known danger. 
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person or group is acting unconstitutionally 
and is a danger to our Republic. 

Part V: Exposing the Enemies of Free- 
dom: The goal of this penultimate lecture is 
to prepare Americans to recognize the indi- 
viduals and organizations that are attacking 
freedom and our constitutional republic. 

In order to thwart this effort, Ameri- 
cans must first come to know and under- 
stand the principles of limited govern- 
ment and individual freedom (described 
in earlier lectures) upon which our Con- 
stitution is built. 

Only by actively being engaged in the 
cause of promoting and protecting liberty 
may Americans expose the organized ef- 
forts that have for decades now worked 
to wrest control of the government and 
destroy the liberty of the United States 
and the world. 

Part VI: Restoring the Constitution — 
Taking Effective Action: Our Republic is 
in peril. The farther those in power and 
the forces behind the people in power 
push the United States away from the safe 
harbor of the Constitution and the prin- 
ciples of liberty upon which it is founded, 
the closer we come to tyranny. 

The threats include not only violations 
of the Constitution but calls to change 
the Constitution through a new constitu- 
tional convention (con-con) as provided 
for in Article V. Of course, the advocates 
of a modern-day con-con include many 
liberty-minded Americans who sincerely 
believe that such a con-con would restore 
constitutional fidelity to the federal gov- 
ernment. But it is explained that holding 
a con-con would be dangerous and could 
destroy the very protections liberty- 
minded Americans want to safeguard. 

The lecture series ends with a call to all 
Americans committed to the restoration 
of liberty and the adherence to the enu- 
merated powers of the Constitution, to 
join The John Birch Society. Among the 
various groups allied in the liberty move- 
ment, the JBS alone has the experience, 
the resources, and the history of victories 
over the enemies of liberty to be effective. 

Americans concerned about the future 
of our constitutional republic must be- 
come familiar with the basic principles of 
freedom upon which it was founded. The 
six-DVD series, The Constitution Is the 
Solution! is an effective way to achieve 
that worthwhile goal. Hf 
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Boy Drowns Saving Sister 


A teenage boy in Buffalo, New York, 
drowned on June 3 while saving the life 
of his seven-year-old sister. He had been 
kicking a ball around with his two sis- 
ters, the seven-year-old and a 13-year-old, 
when the seven-year-old slipped and fell 
into the Niagara River. 

The girl was swept away by strong cur- 
rents, and the boy immediately responded 
by jumping in after her. He managed to 
reach her and get her to the shore before he 
was swept downriver by the strong currents. 

At that moment, his 13-year-old sister 
jumped in after him, but she too struggled 
with the current. Fortunately, she was saved 
by fisherman Leonard Stevens, who had 
witnessed the incident. Stevens had been 
fishing at the river when he saw the 13-year- 
old go in after her brother. The Daily Mail 
reported that he grabbed a piece of drift- 
wood and used it to scoop the girl up. 

Stevens then tried to reach the boy, but 
his body disappeared under the surface. 
By the time the boy’s body was found, it 
was too late. “The boy just floated away,” 
he told WKBW, becoming emotional. “I 
couldn’t grab the young man.” 

Stevens brought the 13-year-old girl to 
the shore, where he performed first aid 
on her until she began to cough up water. 
But he could not stop thinking about the 
boy, whose body was found between a 
rock and some sticks on the riverbed. “I 
was hoping they could save him,” added 
Stevens, a father of three. ““When I went 
into the water, I was thinking of my own 
children and how I would want someone 
to rescue them.” 


Eight Hours 


A New York City Fire Department (FDNY) 
dispatcher went far above and beyond the 
call of duty when she stayed on the phone 
for eight hours to help pinpoint the loca- 
tion of an East Side stroke victim. 

EMT Joann Hilman-Payne took an 
emergency phone call from Mary Thomas 
at 1 p.m. on June 10. Thomas had suffered 
a stroke and was unable to communicate 
her location to Hilman-Payne so that res- 
cue workers could respond. 
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Hilman-Payne kept the line open for 
eight hours while emergency responders 
searched for her location. She stayed on 
the phone with the victim, attempting to 
keep her conscious. 

“Throughout the entirety [Hilman- 
Payne] worked to keep the patient awake, 
she never lost her own composure and 
remained calm while attempting to elicit 
more information from the patient,” ex- 
plained Emergency Medical Dispatch 
Captain Philip Weiss. 

Emergency responders struggled to 
locate the woman based on a cellphone 
tower that had relayed Thomas’ call, but 
she was not at that location. They then 
tried accessing a previous patient data- 
base, while Lt. Arlene Simmons called a 
list of people with the same name as the 
patient. Weiss enlisted the NYPD and Ve- 
rizon Wireless to help locate the caller, and 
by 8:30 p.m., Verizon Wireless security 
was able to pinpoint Thomas’ location via 
her phone signal. 

EMTs were finally dispatched to an 
apartment building on East 72nd Street, 
where they found Thomas. According to 
the building’s doorman, Thomas is a maid 
in the building and had been working 
when she suffered the stroke. 

She was rushed to Lenox Hill Hospital. 

Hilman-Payne “remained on the phone 
with the patient for almost eight hours, 
being spelled only briefly for reasons of 
personal necessity,’ Weiss wrote in a let- 
ter to the FDNY asking for recognition 
for Hilman-Payne and her colleagues. “I 
have no doubt that without the efforts of 
all involved [Thomas’] outcome would not 
have been positive,” he added. 


Kind Hearts Save Shop 


When Curran’s Superior Meats on Beach 
116th Street on Queens’ Rockaway pen- 
insula was destroyed by Hurricane Sandy, 
it looked as though it was time for Tom 
Murphy and George England to close the 
doors on a business that had been around 
for 50 years. 

Murphy explained, “We had some in- 
surance, but it hardly covered our losses.” 

At the same time, Murphy and England 
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had to contend with the damage the storm 
had caused to their homes. Still, they 
looked for a new storefront, but became 
quickly discouraged. 

“They were all too small or too expen- 
sive,’ Murphy says. ““We began to wonder 
if it was time to call it a day. But every time 
I walked out my door, someone would stop 
me and ask when Curran’s was reopen- 
ing.” A former customer of the shop helped 
Murphy and England find a storefront also 
located on Beach 116th Street. Murphy 
explained, “It was smaller.... We took a 
chance. We rented the place.” 

But the place needed a lot of work. 
Murphy joked, “I’m great with a knife, 
but Ihave no skills with a toolbox.” Fortu- 
nately for Murphy and England, that was 
not a problem. 

According to New York’s Daily News, 
when word got around that Murphy and 
England were having difficulties, the entire 
community responded: “And then people 
from all over the Rockaways — Breezy 
Point, Belle Harbor, Neponsit, Rockaway 
Beach — arrived like the good neighbors 
at the end of Jt’s a Wonderful Life. They 
came with power tools and hammers and 
saws to help a couple of their own get back 
on their feet.” 

Murphy explained that he and England 
were touched beyond words at the show 
of generosity. 

“I couldn’t believe my eyes as off- 
duty cops and firemen arrived and gut- 
ted the store, rebuilding it out,’ says 
Murphy. “Plumbers, electricians, carpen- 
ters, all volunteer tradesmen, redid the 
entire place. George and I bought sup- 
plies on our credit cards. My brother’s 
son James laid a gorgeous new floor. A 
whole gang of guys helped us install the 
new showcases. We bought brand-new 
butcher blocks. We ordered a new sign. 
Our suppliers like West Side meats and 
TBM meats extended credit and delivered 
prime cuts. Word spread all over Face- 
book that Curran’s was gonna open.” 

The incredibly kind nature of the peo- 
ple of this community made it possible 
for Curran’s to reopen seven months after 
Hurricane Sandy. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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An Education Classic 


While a “progressive” education highlights perceived societal flaws and teaches what to 
think, a classical education emphasizes cultural bulwarks and teaches how to think. 
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Genuine education is based on the methodology of the ancient Greeks and Romans, a methodology known as classical education, which produces 


students for whom the door is opened onto a vast, inexhaustible world of learning. 


by Fr. James Thornton 


War, and especially since the mid- 

1960s, America has been deluged 
with seemingly endless stories of the 
failure of its educational system. Testing 
reveals that there exists a significant per- 
centage of high-school graduates who can- 
not identify the Pacific Ocean on an unla- 
beled map of the world, who do not know 
that Abraham Lincoln served as president 
of the United States after George Wash- 
ington, who confuse the American Civil 
War with World War I, and who believe 
that Christopher Columbus discovered 
the New World in the 18th century, which 
examples are typical of the horror stories 
repeated year after year. Ever fewer young 
people, even those who have graduated 
from colleges and universities, are prop- 
erly able to express themselves verbally 
or in writing. In response, liberal educa- 


S ince the end of the Second World 
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tors have come up with various nostrums 
that were supposed to turn things around 
by means of revolutionary new teaching 
methods. Not surprisingly, they have all 
failed. Characteristically, politicians have 
sought solutions by throwing taxpayers’ 
money at the problem and by further cen- 
tralizing control in Washington, which, if 
anything, have only made matters worse. 

So, what can be done to insure that our 
children and young people receive a genu- 
ine education that will serve them well for 
the remainder of their lives? Let us now 
delve into the past to discover how our an- 
cestors were educated. 

The great Swiss historian Jacob Burck- 
hardt gave praise to the ancient Greeks by 
commenting that “all subsequent objective 
perception of the world is only elabora- 
tion on the framework the Greeks began. 
We see with the eyes of the Greeks and 
use their phrases when we speak.” Euro- 
pean culture and civilization, of which our 
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own country is a part, are rooted in ancient 
Greece. Their educational methodology, 
though more than 2,500 years old, is still 
as relevant now as it was in the time of 
Plato and is known as classical education. 

First, let us consider the objectives of 
classical education. The first objective is 
to transmit to our progeny, that is, to fu- 
ture generations, the knowledge, culture, 
and traditions preserved and passed on to 
us by our forebears. This is in contrast to 
so-called progressive education, which 
focuses on the flaws of the past (e.g., slav- 
ery) while ignoring the progress (e.g., the 
Declaration of Independence and the Con- 
stitution and the elimination, in America, 
of an institution that had existed through- 
out human history). 

Second, classical education aims to 
provide students with the tools that will 
enable them to become their own teach- 
ers throughout their lifetimes. A vast, in- 
exhaustible world of learning is opened 
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and, furthermore, the student is equipped 
to discern between that which is whole- 
some — contributing therefore to the up- 
lifting of the mind — and that which is 
corrupting or debilitating. In other words, 
the student will be able to think critically 
and independently. Progressive-minded 
teachers in government education, of 
course, despite claiming to support diver- 
sity, propagandize instead on behalf of a 
humanist, statist doctrine. 

Third, classical education is, by its very 
nature, broad-based. The renowned Span- 
ish philosopher José Ortega y Gasset and 
the American philosopher and historian 
Richard M. Weaver both decried the ex- 
cessive specialization that, in modern edu- 
cation, produces men and women who are 
educated in one field only, and who are, 
in other fields, largely ignorant. Weaver 
referred to this as the “fragmentation” of 
knowledge. Classical education produced 
scholars who, he wrote, “stood at the cen- 
ter of things because [they] had mastered 
principles,” whereas “progressive educa- 
tion” produces people who have “acquired 
only facts and skills” and who are thus un- 
able to achieve a general synthesis, that is, 
to integrate data from various fields into a 
cohesive whole. 

In early Colonial America, students 
were taught to read both Greek and Latin 
with fluency. Of what value was that in 
the 17th or 18th century? To mention only 
one of many things, our ancestors were 
able to read the ancients in the original 
languages and were thus able to identify 
errors in judgment with respect to early 
experiments in self-governance. As Jacob 
Burckhardt put it regarding the Greeks, we 
must “study the Greeks; if we ignore them 
we are simply accepting our own decline.” 
That is true also of the Romans, so that we 
may understand how and why the Roman 
Republic was gradually transmuted into 
the Roman Empire, with a once-mighty 
senate that became a mere shadow of its 
former self, a powerless agency of a gov- 
ernment ruled by an all-powerful emperor. 

Now, let us explore the components of 
classical education. Of what does it con- 
sist? First, we must understand that the 
methodology of the Greeks was refined 
by the Romans and, later, when Christian- 
ity became the religion of Europe, further 
refined by medieval thinkers. The trivium 
was the foundation of classical education. 
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While classical education seeks to transmit to each generation the knowledge, culture, and 
traditions preserved and passed on to us by our forebears, so-called progressive education seeks 


to undermine these things. 


The Latin word “trivium” refers to “the 
three paths,” which are grammar, logic, and 
rhetoric. Grammar teaches us how to read 
and how to understand what we are read- 
ing, and it teaches us the rules for writing 
intelligibly, according to the rules of a par- 
ticular language. Logic teaches us how to 
think, how to reason analytically, so that we 
are not misled by fallacious arguments. As 
Aristotle said, “Some reasonings are genu- 
ine, while others seem to be so but are not” 
despite that there is “‘a certain likeness be- 
tween the genuine and the sham.” The study 
of logic enables us to distinguish between 
the two. Rhetoric teaches us how to express 
ourselves, to convey information accurately 
and, most especially, to be persuasive in 
discussions. Aristotle put it in the follow- 
ing words: “Rhetoric may be defined as the 
faculty of observing in any given case the 
available means of persuasion.” And so, the 
trivium arms the student with a thorough- 
going understanding of his language, the 
ability to reason critically, and the ability 
to express thoughts convincingly. 

The next step in the process of classi- 
cal education is called the quadrivium. 
This word refers to arithmetic, geometry, 
music, and astronomy. Arithmetic obvi- 
ously deals with basic mathematics. Ge- 
ometry deals with the measurement of 
various shapes, the relation to one another 
of points, lines, and surfaces, and the prop- 
erties of space. The definition of music in 
ancient times is rather different from what 
we call music today. The word “music” 


derives from the Greek “mousike,” which, 
according to the myths of the ancients, 
comprised all of the arts of the nine Muses, 
including literature, all forms of art, and 
the sciences. Somewhat later, the term 
came to encompass specifically the arts 
of poetry and music. In contemporary 
terminology, music is the art and science 
of combining and organizing the sounds 
of human voices or musical instruments, 
using melody, harmony, rhythm, and tim- 
bre, to create structurally complete and ex- 
pressive compositions. Astronomy, again 
obviously, is the study of the heavenly 
bodies: the sun, moon, planets, and stars, 
a field in which the ancients were surpris- 
ingly advanced. Beyond the quadrivium, 
students went on to study philosophy 
and, after the rise of Christianity, theol- 
ogy. That final phase of formal education 
was quite demanding, yet by means of the 
trivium and quadrivium, students had been 
thoroughly prepared. 

Throughout the Greco-Roman age, edu- 
cation was conducted in relatively small 
schools or under private tutors. With the 
collapse of the Roman Empire in West- 
ern Europe, monasteries became oases of 
learning in a world where civilized life had 
all but disappeared. Historian Professor 
C.W. Previté-Orton of Cambridge Univer- 
sity calls the time “an eclipse of civiliza- 
tion” during which civilized law, security, 
public works, and intercommunication 
failed and in which “literacy almost van- 
ished outside the Church.” Hence, mon- 
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Testing reveals that there exists a 


significant percentage of high-school 
graduates who cannot identify the Pacific 


Ocean on an unlabeled map of the world, 
and who do not know that Abraham 
Lincoln served as president of the United 
States after George Washington. 


astery schools became the only centers of 
learning. 

The idea of the all-inclusive university 
first appeared in Constantinople in 425 
A.D., during the reign of Theodosius II. 
It was known as the Pandidakterion and, 
like the universities that came later in the 
West, was comprehensive in its many 
schools, having 31 chairs and teaching in 
both Latin and Greek. That city retained 
its reputation as a center of learning, de- 
spite the many vicissitudes through which 
it passed, until its conquest by the Turks in 
1453. In both the East and West, the clas- 
sical system was carefully preserved, pro- 
ducing countless scholars who enriched 
the civilized world by their efforts, pains- 
takingly rediscovering and then preserving 
the wisdom of earlier ages. 

Beginning late in the 19th century, crit- 
ics of classical education claimed that its 
methodology was “elitist,” with its em- 


phasis on Latin, Greek, and other subjects 


that a majority of young 
people would never need in 
their lives. What these critics 
ignore is that not all students 
are created equally. Some 
are brighter and more moti- 
vated, some less so. Yet, one 
of the purposes of this mode 
of education is that, whatever 
the future may bring to the 
individual student, it disci- 
plines the mind and prepares 
it to receive all other types of 
learning throughout life. At the same time, 
it produces a body of highly trained men 
and women equipped with the knowledge 
to love truth, to discern truth from false- 
hood, and to uplift society with ever more 
wondrous works of individual creativity. 
Neither Washington Irving, Edgar Allen 
Poe, nor Charles Dickens were university 
graduates, but the rigorous traditional edu- 
cation they received early in life prepared 
them to produce works of literature that 
have endured and will continue to be read 
with pleasure hundreds of years from now. 

The classical system is still alive and 
well in many educational institutions in 
our country and abroad. Its fundamentals 
are unchanged. Students are taught the 
basics through memorization, a way of 
learning that was of great importance in 
ancient times, since before the invention 
of printing, books were not readily avail- 
able. It is still of prime importance since 
it is the method by which crucial informa- 
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Classical met is mideal for forest oonng er connie FreedomProject Education offers a 
superb, Christian-based homeschooling program using the classical model. 
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tion is permanently stored in the mind and 
which, for the young especially, is enjoy- 
able and relatively easy. 

The trivium is still the foundation in 
modern institutions of classical learn- 
ing. The grammar stage is the first in the 
learning process, involving the absorbing 
of data that includes not only language 
skills (phonics, spelling, grammatical 
rules, and so forth), but also information 
in other areas of knowledge: data about 
the world, past and present, about nature, 
about the difference between right and 
wrong. The logic stage is next, in which 
the student is taught to organize the data 
he has learned and to analyze facts from 
history, geography, and science. Students 
so educated have no difficulty finding the 
Pacific Ocean, Japan, Europe, or any other 
place on a map of the world. The begin- 
ning of higher mathematics is generally 
taught during this stage. During this phase 
also, the student develops a sense of the 
concept of time, so that he is able to grasp, 
for instance, that Columbus discovered the 
New World in the last decade of the 15th 
century, that the War for American Inde- 
pendence was fought in the 18th century, 
that Abraham Lincoln lived in the 19th 
century, and that Theodore Roosevelt was 
president in the early years of the 20th 
century. The final stage, rhetoric, teaches 
the student to write and speak beautifully 
and convincingly, to develop a style that 
is unique to that student. Here the student 
can reach into the great fund of knowledge 
that he has acquired through his diligence 
as a scholar, and enlarge it, continuing to 
teach himself and others. 

The classical system is ideal for home- 
schooling, and a number of institutions 
offer programs that educate children and 
young people from kindergarten through 
the 12th grade. An excellent example is 
Freedom Project Education (fpeusa.org), 
which offers a superb, Christian-based 
homeschooling program through the use 
of the Internet. 

Socrates said, “The only true wisdom is 
in knowing that you know nothing.” What 
he meant is that the truly educated man is 
humbled by an understanding that whatev- 
er knowledge his education has conferred 
upon him, that knowledge is always lim- 
ited, since learning is a quest that is never 
finished, never complete, but continues 
until the very end of one’s life. Hi 
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The Associated Press reported on June 19 
that a homeowner in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina, fatally injured a home invader 
with the burglar’s own gun. Authorities ar- 
rived on the scene shortly after 11:30 p.m. 
and discovered a dead man wearing plastic 
gloves lying in front of the home. A woman 
inside the home told police that she was sit- 
ting on her couch listening to music “when 
she felt something cold and metallic against 
her head.” The woman looked up to see a 
stranger in her house holding a gun to her 
head. She yelled at the top of her lungs, 
and her husband came to her defense. The 
husband struggled with the armed invader, 
and the intruder dropped his gun during the 
scuffle. The now disarmed criminal turned 
and ran away. The fleeing criminal’s part- 
ner, who was outside the home in the early 
seconds of the crime, approached the en- 
tranceway with his gun drawn and began 
firing at the husband. 

The husband grabbed the dropped gun 
off the floor and shot the second armed 
burglar in the head. The mortally wounded 
invader fell to the ground outside the en- 
trance to the home. Police are still search- 
ing for the other suspect, who dropped the 
gun in the struggle with the husband. In a 
strange twist to the story, the deceased sus- 
pect, who had active warrants against him 
at the time of the shooting, turned out to be 
the cousin of the husband, but the husband 
did not recognize the man because he was 
wearing a bandanna on his face. 


Shooting in San Francisco 


In a similar story, the San Francisco 
Chronicle reported on June 25 that a 
37-year-old man was at home with his 
31-year-old wife and their two children 
when three men barged into their home. 
The attackers fired at the two adults, seri- 
ously injuring the woman with a shot to 
her chest and hitting the man in the leg. 
The injured husband lunged at the attack- 
ers and wrestled a gun away from one of 
the invaders. The man then used the assail- 
ant’s gun to critically wound the suspect. 
The other suspects immediately fled the 
scene at the sign of resistance. The po- 
lice arrived soon after being called to the 
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scene. The robber who was shot and the 
woman suffered life-threatening injuries, 
but the male resident suffered only non- 
life-threatening injuries. All three received 
medical treatment at San Francisco Gen- 
eral Hospital. 


Vacancy 


Vacant homes make appealing targets for 
criminals, but one such home in Wichita, 
Kansas, ended up being a death trap for 
a would-be burglar. The Wichita Eagle 
reported about a vacant home that had 
had numerous break-ins over the years. 
The home apparently had been vacant for 
eight years, and had been burglarized six 
to seven times in those years. The owner 
of the home recently decided that enough 
is enough and installed an alarm system. 
Police believe that shortly before 5 a.m. on 
July 3, an intruder broke into the home by 
climbing in through a window, tripping a 
silent alarm. The alarm notified the home- 
owner, who then contacted his 36-year-old 
son, who lives nearby. 

The son got in his pickup and drove to 
the street of his father’s home, parked the 
pickup down the street, and approached 
the home with his pistol drawn. He entered 
the home and found two men inside, and 
later told police that one of the men was 
armed with a knife and came at him. The 
son fired two shots in the suspects’ direc- 
tion, causing the two intruders to flee the 
home. He told police that he thought he hit 
one of the men, and the police recovered a 
bloody shirt at the scene. Police Lt. Doug 
Nolte said, “You certainly have a right to 
protect yourself and that’s what in this 
case it appears the homeowner was doing.” 


Dad vs. Three Burglars 


A father from Houston exemplified the 
slogan “you don’t mess with Texas!” The 
Washington Times reported on July 2 that 
three men broke into the home of Javier 
Ortiz. The men brandished a gun and de- 
manded money. “They said ‘the money, 
the money,” Ortiz’s wife, Lila Pena, told 
news affiliate KPRC-TV. Fortunately, 
Ortiz was armed and fired at the suspects, 
killing two of the men. The third suspect 
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“... the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
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fled the scene and is still being sought by 
authorities. Ms. Pena also told the station 
that her children witnessed the entire hor- 
rifying ordeal, but her oldest child, seven- 
year-old Fernando Ortiz, could not con- 
tain his admiration for his father’s actions. 
“My dad took the gun out, then he shot the 
two,” Fernando said. “He’s a great hero.” 


First Time for Everything 


Retired Detroit Police Officer Patrick 
Rourke spent 35 years on the force and 
never fired his gun at anyone. Unfortunate- 
ly, he was recently forced to shoot some- 
one during a home invasion at his home 
in Warren, Michigan. The Macomb Daily 
reported on June 25 that the 64-year-old 
Rourke was home with his wife when they 
heard banging on the door. Rourke didn’t 
think much of it because he was having 
a package delivered, but he quickly real- 
ized something was seriously wrong when 
a man entered his home through a side 
door. Rourke retrieved his pistol and con- 
fronted the intruder in the kitchen, and he 
was forced to fire when the suspect made 
some menacing movements. Years of tar- 
get practice paid off as Rourke’s shots hit 
the burglar in the arms and hand. Police 
soon atrived after being called by Rourke 
and arrested the injured suspect. The sus- 
pect had prior convictions for home inva- 
sion and was eventually sentenced to serve 
six to 20 years in prison. 

The fact that the man is behind bars 
will do nothing to heal the emotional scars 
that Rourke and his wife still suffer from. 
Rourke told the Macomb Daily, “For many 
years we shared the comfort and security 
of our home and our neighborhood. We 
would go about our daily business with- 
out giving much thought to crime, other 
than tending to normal every day security 
practices. All that has changed forever.” 
Rourke explained that his wife has had 
difficulty sleeping due to anxiety over the 
incident. “She and I are both troubled by 
the fact that she could have been the one 
who was home alone to face this ... [in- 
vader] instead of me. I thank God that this 
was not the case and pray it never will be,” 
Rourke said. 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Climate-change 
Regulations Would 
Chill Economy 


ITEM: President Obama, in a June 25 
speech at Georgetown University in Wash- 
ington, D.C., as transcribed by the White 
House, said: “Today, for the sake of our 
children, and the health and safety of all 
Americans, I’m directing the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency to put an end to 
the limitless dumping of carbon pollution 
from our power plants, and complete new 
pollution standards for both new and ex- 
isting power plants. (Applause.)” 

ITEM: The New York Times for July 2 
reported that the president’s speech was 
“aimed not just at a domestic audience, 
but also at foreigners convinced that a 
balky Congress had killed America’s com- 
mitment to tackling the issue.” 

Said Mark Langer of the Times: “Mr. 
Obama’s speech kindled hopes for a cou- 
ple of reasons. The centerpiece of his plan 
does not require Congressional approval. 
And he announced that the United States 
would no longer finance the building of 
conventional coal-fired plants overseas, 
which would help curb emissions in devel- 
oping countries. Mr. Obama also argued 
that confronting climate change need not 
threaten economic growth: that investing 
in windmills, solar panels and other types 
of clean-energy technology could spur sci- 
entific innovation and generate jobs.” 
ITEM: A June 25 report by FoxNews.com, 
based in part on an Associated Press ac- 
count, maintained: “In taking action on 
his own, Obama is also signaling he will 
no longer wait for lawmakers to act on cli- 
mate change, and instead will seek ways to 
work around them.” 

ITEM: A New Yorker blog on June 25, 
commenting on the president’s “overdue” 
speech, began: “Better late than never.” 
CORRECTION: A political promise today 
means a tax, or some other public expense, 
tomorrow. When the president promises to 
do something “for the children,” he is leav- 
ing out a good deal, including what it will 
cost them. 

The left-wing praise for the president’s 
expensive plan has been, as is often the 
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One-man band: President Obama says that he will order the EPA to put strict limits on the 


amount of carbon dioxide that industries (think electricity generation) will be able to emit. He is 
unilaterally trying to commit the United States to a course that Congress has not approved. 


case, reserved. This tactic allows the lat- 
est statist power grab to be imposed. Then 
it is ratcheted into place and the pressure 
increased for a more costly economic in- 
tervention in the future. That is how the 
political Left has long operated. 

It’s all well and good, say proponents of 
this strategy, for the president to come up 
with a program that would destroy more 
than a half-million jobs by 2030. But even 
this doesn’t satisfy the pressure groups. He 
apparently should have done so sooner. 

The Mean Green Apparat is now de- 
manding that the federal government 
hold sway over the very substance that is 
breathed out of the lungs of all human be- 
ings. You may know this as carbon dioxide, 
which is also vital for plant life. But this 
full-bore campaign needs a boogeyman, so 
it is being launched under the guise of con- 
trolling “carbon pollution.” This more om- 
inous sounding enemy is being targeted in 
conjunction with what one administration 
advisor says is the needed “war on coal.” 

During the president’s remarks cited 
above, we counted no fewer than 30 spe- 
cific references to “carbon pollution,” in a 
remarkable exhibition of a one-crack mind. 

He is aiming big. The president is pre- 
tending that he can alter the very climate 
of the entire planet “on behalf of human- 
kind” by his administrative action. Said 


administrative action is needed, we are 
told, because the people and their annoy- 
ing representatives have to date dared to 
show some independent thought and not 
fallen into lockstep with the chief ex- 
ecutive’s wishes. Since the president has 
not been able to get everything he wants 
through normal legal procedures, he is 
opting for rule by regulatory fiat. 

Obama, as noted by the editors of Na- 
tional Review, is 


in effect directing the EPA to take 
over the American economy. New 
power plants will be subject to emis- 
sions controls, and existing plants 
will have to be retrofitted to comply 
with new standards. New restrictions 
on heavy trucks will affect the move- 
ment of freight and goods across the 
country. 

New subsidies will be handed 
down for politically connected ener- 
gy firms, and federal lands will be set 
aside for their use. New federal impo- 
sitions will affect the construction of 
factories, commercial buildings, and 
private homes. The president says 
that this is all enabled by the “over- 
whelming judgment of science.” 

It certainly has not been enabled 
by something so mundane as the law. 
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And how would this affect the climate 
of the world? Hardly at all, by the best 
estimates. 


For example, an analysis by Cato In- 
stitute climate expert Paul “Chip” Knap- 
penberger concluded that the huge and ex- 
pensive Obama economic takeover would 
avert a meager 0.0053 degrees C of global 
warming. And it is being trumpeted as 
necessary at a time where the global tem- 
peratures have been flat for some 16 years, 
a matter that has befuddled the extrapola- 
tionists of doom. 

The London-based Economist — long 
a global-warming hotbed — has become 
worried that the lack of global warming is 
proving inconvenient. There is, the publi- 
cation said on June 20, 


no way around the fact that this re- 
prieve for the planet is bad news 
for proponents of policies, such as 
carbon taxes and emissions treaties, 
meant to slow warming by moderat- 
ing the release of greenhouse gases. 
The reality is that the already mea- 
gre prospects of these policies, in 
America at least, will be devastated if 
temperatures do fall outside the lower 
bound of the projections that environ- 
mentalists have used to create a pan- 
icked sense of emergency. Whether 
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or not dramatic climate-policy inter- 
ventions remain advisable, they will 
become harder, if not impossible, to 
sell to the public, which will feel, not 
unreasonably, that the scientific and 
media establishment has cried wolf. 
[Emphasis in original.] 


As Knappenberger has written, and as 
has been noted in many quarters, green- 
house-gas emissions in the United States 
are also on the decline, as they have been 
for around a decade. Most of this “down- 
ward trend is not the result of government 
regulations restricting greenhouse-gas 
emissions, but rather technological inno- 
vations in the energy industry. Techniques 
such as horizontal drilling and hydraulic 
fracturing, commonly known as fracking, 
have opened expansive natural-gas and oil 
reserves that were considered unrecover- 
able only a few years ago. Consequently, 
cheap, reliable electricity produced by 
coal is being replaced by even cheaper, 
reliable electricity from natural gas.” 
Still, coal plays a major role in supply- 
ing U.S. electricity needs, close to 40 per- 
cent. Yet, Barack Obama apparently does 
intend to keep one of his early promises. 
Years ago, he acknowledged that his plans 
against the use of coal would make elec- 
tricity prices “necessarily skyrocket.” That 


will not be the only damage to the already 
weakened economy. As explained by 
David Kruetzer, a specialist in energy and 
climate change, the American economy as 
a whole is in the crosshairs. He writes in 
the Washington Times for July 4: 


Using a modeling system similar to 
that of the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration, the Heritage Foun- 
dation analyzed the economic effects 
of reducing coal-fired power by 75 
percent by 2030 — a likely outcome 
of Mr. Obama’s plan. Obviously, it 
would devastate the coal industry. 
But the loss of affordable, coal-fired 
power also leads to a 20 percent in- 
crease in electricity prices and a 42 
percent increase in natural gas pric- 
es — and those higher costs would 
spread throughout the entire economy. 
The national income lost as a re- 
sult of those price hikes averages out 
to $1,000 per family of four for each 
year, in the 15-year period starting 
in 2015. During that time, more than 
500,000 jobs would be lost, more than 
280,000 of them in manufacturing. 


The president and his administration gau- 
leiters, in order to try to deflect the job-kill- 
ing argument, maintain that their climate 
action plan would create employment in 
the areas he favors, so-called renewable 
energy sources. Yet, the administration 
never tells us why, if renewables are such 
a wondrous replacement for traditional 
energy sources, they must be subsidized 
heavily and seemingly ad infinitum. Such 
industries are a source of jobs in much the 
manner that the building of the pyramids 
provided full employment. When the gov- 
ernment mandates spending and imposes 
regulations, notes one analyst from the 
Heritage Foundation, it is “creating” jobs 
in the “sense that subsidies allocate labor 
and capital to build windmills and solar 
panels, or that regulations force invest- 
ments to meet new standards. Without the 
subsidies and regulations, those resources 
could be spent more efficiently. The re- 
sult of the government’s action, on net, is 
a slower economy and lost jobs.” 
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It’s being done already: Using new technologies, such as “fracking,” which allows companies to 
access vast quantities of clean-burning natural gas, the United States has declining levels of CO, 


emissions — even as emissions have grown worldwide by 15 percent from 2005 to 2011. 


Indeed, the Obama team has even in- 
vented a new metric so that they can pat 
themselves on the back for all the good 
they claim they are doing. This is also 
intended to confuse the public about lost 
jobs. The White House and its regulators 
are cooking the books by inventing a new 
way to measure the rules they impose — 
in this case, on dreaded “carbon.” The Wail 
Street Journal has taken note of this ruse: 


In late May the Administration 
slipped this mickey into a new rule 
about efficiency standards for mi- 
crowaves, significantly raising what 
it calls the “social cost of carbon.” 
Team Obama made no public no- 
tice and invited no comment on this 
change that will further tilt rule-mak- 
ing against products and industries 
that use carbon energy. 


the economic and social “benefits” 
of reducing carbon... 

The social-cost gambit will 
allow the Administration to claim 
an enormous economic benefit for 
any greenhouse gas regulation that 
reduces carbon — such as new stan- 
dards on existing coal plants (new 
plants are already being regulated 
out of existence), oil refineries or 
lawn mowers. 

This will also help to disguise the 
net cost of these rules in lost jobs, 
higher energy prices and less consum- 
er choice. The new social-cost calcu- 
lation could also be used against proj- 
ects like the Keystone XL pipeline, 
claiming they impose too high a “so- 
cial cost” by assisting the production 
of carbon energy to justify approval. 


Federal law requires the govern- 
ment to calculate the costs and ben- 
efits of its rules and projects. The 
regulatory agencies are expert at rig- 
ging these calculations, but even they 
haven’t been able to hide the enor- 
mous costs of President Obama’s 
regulations under traditional eco- 
nomic measurement. The Adminis- 
tration’s solution? Simply redefine 
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When the score on the field makes it obvi- 
ous who are the winners and who are the 
losers, Obama thinks he can simply order 
a new scoreboard that will reflect the out- 
come he wants. 

Meanwhile, all the grief to which he 
would put the American economy would 
be more than offset by the actions of many 
of those in the developing world, which has 
no intention of remaining undeveloped. 


When the president was in Africa re- 
cently he seemed very close to proselytiz- 
ing against Africans trying to raise their 
living standards. For some reason, he 
wasn’t made an object of international 
derision by those who may have noticed 
that he doesn’t live in the White Hut. Yet, 
claimed the president, “Here in Africa, if 
everybody is raising living standards to 
the point where everybody has got a car 
and everybody has got air conditioning, 
and everybody has got a big house, well, 
the planet will boil over.” 

He certainly won’t get dizzy from doing 
a good turn for Africans. The idea that 
progress can lead to greater efficiencies 
was not mentioned by the visitor railing 
against modernity in the midst of his mul- 
timillion-dollar subsidized trip with all the 
fripperies of modern life. 

Other countries are not going to re- 
main stuck centuries behind to meet 
some bogus emissions standards. China 
and India are, on average, opening a coal 
plant weekly. Meanwhile, the coal in the 
United States that is being attacked by 
those in the White House accounts for 
around six percent of global emissions 
— or less than communist China adds in 
three years. And, no, the president is not 
about to convince those overseas of the 
benefits of primitive living. 

These latest regulations being pushed 
are pointed squarely at holding down 
Americans, as well as favoring friends and 
allies of the White House. The outcome 
isn’t going to be pretty, if the plan goes 
as promised. Nicolas Loris of the Heritage 
Foundation pointed out, “Let’s pretend 
we were able to stop emitting all carbon 
immediately.... The Science and Public 
Policy Institute found that the global tem- 
perature would decrease by 0.17 degrees 
Celsius — by 2100.” 

There is nothing uplifting about this 
plan, no encouragement to use ingenuity 
and liberty to work wonders for ourselves 
and, in so doing, improve the environ- 
ment. This is the just the opposite: Top- 
down regulation. This is intended to put 
the screws on the average American faster 
than an undertaker. Hi 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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THE !.\5 WORD 


BY JOHN F. MCMANus 


The Latest Grab for Schools and Children 


ny discussion of the 
sorry plight of our 
nation’s education 


system must begin with the 
following realization: There 
is no authorization whatsoever 
for the federal government 
to be involved in the field of 
education. Nowhere in the 
much-abused and increasingly 
ignored U.S. Constitution can 
the word “education” be found. 
How the feds got started in this 
vitally important field needs a 
thorough airing. 

First, some current facts. A 
recent study of the educational 
systems in 50 “advanced” countries placed the United States in 
17th place. Finland, South Korea, Hong Kong, Japan, and Singa- 
pore took the top five spots. Also, Harvard University’s Program 
on Education and Governance looked at a 14-year period begin- 
ning in 1995 and found foreign students way ahead of counter- 
parts in America, who ranked 25th in math, 17th in science, and 
14th in reading. A new report released by the National Founda- 
tion for American Policy noted that foreign students occupy 70 
percent of the seats in electrical engineering graduate programs, 
63 percent of computer science classrooms, and more than half 
in the fields of industrial, chemical, and mechanical engineering 
courses. Obviously, federal intervention into public education, 
very much including a huge influx of federal dollars, has not re- 
sulted in improved education — as had been promised. 

In mid-1957, the Soviets launched Sputnik, the first satel- 
lite to circumnavigate the Earth. The Russians were ahead of 
us, claimed excited experts, and our education system needed 
a speedy overhaul, especially in the fields of science and math. 
Federal meddlers with bulging wallets started their federal take- 
over, in order to catch up to and surpass the Russians. Then came 
the Cabinet-level Department of Education, established in 1979. 

As federal money and federal direction solidified the fed’s take- 
over of the nation’s schools, the quality of the product — call it 
educational excellence — steadily went south. By 1983, a federal 
commission concluded in a report entitled “A Nation at Risk” that, 
if the deterioration of the nation’s public school system had been 
caused by a foreign power, it might well have been considered an 
“act of war” — proving beyond any reasonable doubt that federal 
money and controls are not the way to solve America’s education 
woes. What then did federal educrats do? Aided by a compliant 
and docile Congress, they shoveled even more money into, and 
imposed even more regulations on, public schooling. 

In 1989, the UN General Assembly adopted the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child. Wherever it is implemented, parents have 
had to cede their rights to control the upbringing and education of 
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their children. In 1990, repre- 
sentatives from 150 countries 
gathered in Thailand for the 
World Conference on Edu- 
cation for All. Sponsored by 
UNESCO, UNICEF, UNDP, 
World Bank, and other UN 
agencies and their affiliates, 
the conference’s published 
goals became the U.S. pro- 
gram known as Outcome 
Based Education (OBE), 
which moved public schooling 
further away from traditional 
teaching methods. 

OBE was followed by No 
Child Left Behind in 2001 
and, when that failed to improve education scores and ratings, it 
was replaced by Race to the Top. The names of these federal pro- 
grams lead to belief that the feds are diligently trying to do what’s 
needed. What’s really needed is for the educrats to step out of the 
way and let parents regain control of the schools. 

The latest attack on parental rights and the right of each com- 
munity to establish its own school program is called Common 
Core. It arose in 1984 out of the totalitarian mindset of the late 
UN Assistant Secretary-General Robert Muller who authored 
“World Core Curriculum,” published by UNESCO. Common 
Core is now spreading rapidly through the schools of America. 
Muller wanted a one-world government, a one-world religion, 
and a one-world boss (the United Nations). His plan for mankind 
has gained strong support in recent years, fueled by the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation, several internationally minded U.S. 
mega-corporations, and UNESCO. 

Common Core will supply pamphlets about environmen- 
talism produced by the Environmental Protection Agency in 
order to build reading proficiency. Threats to remove federal 
aid from school districts that don’t comply will convince ad- 
ministrators to adopt new national standards and curricula. 
Memorizing basic math facts — the multiplication table, for 
example — will be replaced by learning a process for doing 
math and what this process means to the student. History les- 
sons will focus on what’s wrong with America and will contain 
no real patriotism (love of country) and no historical context 
to explain why events have occurred. The ability to think for 
oneself won’t matter; only proficiency in regurgitating Com- 
mon Core’s propaganda will count. 

There’s a lot at stake in gaining an understanding of Common 
Core. Americans need a strong wake-up call about all of this, 
and it better happen soon. 


Common Core will be the subject of our cover story in the next (August 19) issue 
of TNA. — The editors 
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